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Letter from the President

DEDICATION:   
 “Self- sacrificing Devotion and Loyalty” 

Behind every successful operation there are many 
hidden people responsible for its success. RCVFD is 
no different!  
 The officers of RCVFD, in addition to 
responding to approximately 80 fire and medical 
calls per year, put in a tremendous amount of 
volunteer time each and every month. Many of 
these duties involve filling out many reports for the 
department; working with other agencies in 
coordinating joint efforts; preparing training 
sessions to keep the First Responders and EMT 
personnel in top form; maintaining the trucks, radios 
and buildings; along with updating and improving 
our website and the Community Alerts. 
 The First Responders and EMT personnel, 
again, in addition to responding to emergency calls, 
donate an exceptional amount of time staying at the 
top of their game.  
 We as a Community are so lucky to have the 
many DEDICATED individuals who so generously 
give of  their time, away from their families, to give 
all in this Community some peace of mind. They are 
there 24/7 and will be the first faces you see, 
whether you have a fire or medical emergency. They 

don’t do it for the pay or retirement plan, which 
there are none, it is all done because of their 
generous and helping nature for their fellow 
neighbors. 
 There are many other individuals, too many 
to name, who give so freely and generously of their 
time to benefit RCVFD, which in turn benefits our 
Community. 
 May 5, 2018 is Community Wildfire 
Preparedness Day, coordinated by Laurie Franklin, 
along with an open house at RCVFD Station #1 on 
Rist Canyon Road. The free information about 
wildfire mitigation and evacuation preparedness is a 
necessity, but is often overlooked. In addition to the 
wild fire information, the Tree Farmer Organization 
and National Forest Service will be there to inform 
you about a healthy forest. Children are welcome as 
there will be an activity for them, they can meet 
“Smokey” and there will be hamburgers and hot 
dogs for everyone! What a great chance to meet and 
thank our First Responders and EMT personnel.  
 This is also a new year and a great time to 
remind ourselves to donate to RCVFD in support of 
our great team of caring individuals. If they are 
needed, they will be there.     

Dale Snyder 
President, RCVFD 



Chief’s Report
I recently attended a regional meeting with 
fellow firefighters, law enforcement and 
emergency management personnel. We were 
discussing the state of disaster preparedness 
in our communities. As I listened to the 
conversation, I realized that our community is in 
better shape than most. First, we are mountain 
folk and are more self-reliant—we know that we 
cannot always run to the store if we are out of 
something. More importantly, for many of us 
who have lived in the canyon for a while, we 
have been through large scale events like fires, 
floods and blizzards. We understand how to get 
by without electricity and running water for days 
at a time.  

With that said, there is probably always more 
that we can do to take care of our neighbors 
and ourselves if there is a large-scale event. 
Let’s take blizzards for example. It was not too 
many years ago when we had a spring blizzard 
that dumped 54 inches of snow in less than two 
days. Pretty extreme even for here, but two to 
three feet of snow in the springtime is fairly 
common. In those cases, your snow removal 
capabilities may be overwhelmed. If we get an 
emergency call in those situations, chances are 
that RCVFD responders are snowed in as well, 
and may not be able to get to you (at least not 
in a timely manner). Assuming the county-
maintained roads are open, emergency 
responders may be able to make it up from 
town, but if your driveway or side road is not 
cleared they cannot reach you. In addition, if it 
is a large-scale event, they may be 
overwhelmed with calls. So, in these cases we 
need to be able to shelter in place and ride it 
out—sometimes for many days. Make sure 
your pantry is well stocked and that you have 
an adequate supply of necessary medications 
for your family and any pets or livestock. Also, 
you need to have a way to heat your house 
when the electricity is down. If you can be safe 
and cozy, staying put is usually your best 
option. 

Besides blizzards, in the Wildland Urban 
Interface (WUI) we live with the risk of fires. 
This fire season is not starting out well—we 
have been dry most of the winter. As you know, 

a few good spring snows could bring us back to 
higher moisture levels, but we need to be 
prepared if that doesn’t happen. As we head 
into wildland fire season, remember a few 
things: 

• Make an evacuation list of everything 
you need to take if you are asked to 
leave. Post it in a place where anyone in 
your family can find it. Trust me, taking a 
few minutes to think it out ahead of time 
will avoid a lot of panic if the evacuation 
call comes. 

• Complete those fire mitigation projects 
you have been working on. For more 
information on preparedness go to 
rcvfd.org (click on the Emergency 
Preparedness tab). 

• If you would like to learn more and talk 
to your neighbors who are RCVFD 
responders, come to the Community 
Wildfire Community Preparedness Day 
on Saturday, May 5th from 10AM to 2PM 
at Station 1 (11835 Rist Canyon Rd). 

In the case of potential medical emergencies, it 
is always good to have training to help improve 
the chances of those around you in a medical 
emergency.  Watch for announcements of any 
training opportunities for community members 
either on the website [rcvfd.org] or through 
community alerts (sign up for those on the 
website as well).

Continued on next page . . .

What is a Red Flag Warning? 
Red Flag Warning is a term used by 
fire weather forecasters to call 
attention to conditions that may 
result in extreme fire danger. 

This typically means weather conditions that include high 
temperatures, low humidity and high winds.  When you 
hear we are under a Red Flag Warning, be particularly 
careful with anything that could provide an ignition 
source.



Chief’s Report, cont’d.

Please help us help you! 

We recently had a call where arrival was 
delayed because homes in the area did not have 
address numbers clearly posted. Note that this 
was in the middle of the day, yet response was 
delayed by several crucial minutes as the 
correct home was located. We have GPS 
equipment on some (not all) of our trucks, but 
those are not 100% reliable. The problem gets a 
lot worse in the middle of the night or in bad 
weather.    

Please take the time to post numbers clearly.  
The best spot is where your driveway takes off 
from the named road, but a second set on your 
house is even better. RCVFD offers nice 
reflective signs, and they’re only $15! Order 
yours by calling Louise Creager at (970) 
217-6843. 

We cannot help you if we cannot find you…… 

Finally, I would like to let you know all the 
agencies that back up RCVFD. 

o Larimer County Emergency 
Services (LCES) 

o Poudre Fire Authority 

o Mutual Aid with other surrounding 
Volunteer Fire Departments 

o Poudre Valley Ambulance 

o Thompson Valley Ambulance 

o Air Link (air ambulance) 

o Larimer County Search & Rescue 

o Larimer County Dive Team  

Therefore, while RCVFD is the initial response 
agency, we rarely have a call where there is not at 
least one agency (sometimes many) that provide 
mutual aid.  For example, at a recent MVA a truck 
left the road, rolled and landed on a frozen pond. 
Thompson Valley was the responding ambulance, Air 
Link was launched but couldn’t land due to high 
winds, PFA was dispatched to help with extrication 
of the patient, and Larimer County Dive Team was 
dispatched in case the truck broke through the ice. 
We are always grateful for the mutual aid we 
receive from these agencies and want you to be 
aware of all the systems that must be in place to 
provide emergency services in our area. 

As always, if you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact me at chief@rcvfd.org 

 Carol Dollard 
Chief, RCVFD 

This special request is a little different, it is for an ongoing job to help the RCVFD. We sometimes get 
behind on administrative duties for the department. We must submit reports every time we go on a call; 
enter and maintain records; and we must maintain records for our trucks and equipment so we can be 
reimbursed if we go on a mutual aid call in another district, etc. While not overwhelming tasks, it is 
problematic for responders because when there are more calls (taking more of our time) there is more 
associated reporting. Typically, this job would be a few hours a month, but it does require working in 
software that is only reasonably user friendly. So, if you are good with computers, have a knack for 
attention to detail, and want to help the RCVFD and your community please contact me at 
chief@rcvfd.org.

Special Request from the Chief 

mailto:chief@rcvfd.org
mailto:chief@rcvfd.org




Treasurer’s Report

M A S S A G E  T H E R A P Y
L I C E N S E D

Trisha Ann Johnston, LMT

Relaxation • Deep Tissue
Thai • Hot Stone • Cupping
Corporate On-Site Massage

MT# 20741    
16 Years Experience

New Client Special
$45 Relaxation Massage

(60 Minutes)

FOR APPOINTMENTS: 
Book Online: TajohnLMT.com
Call/Text: 970-294-2228
Email: TajohnMT@outlook.com

1127 Old Camp Rd. • Bellvue, CO 80512 • Top of Rist Canyon

The Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire 
Department is looking for an 
Assistant Treasurer. This person 
n e e d s t o b e p r o fi c i e n t i n 
QuickBooks. If interested, please 
call Richard Lund at 419-0397.

How important are you to RCVFD? The answer is fairly easy to 
answer. YOU are very important to RCVFD! Without YOU there 
would be no RCVFD. YOU are RCVFD. As a donation based 
fire department each one of us plays an important role in 
providing the emergency response for fire and medical calls. 
You may have already received your annual drive letter asking 
for your support. Please put RCVFD in your budget plan.   
 At our annual meeting last fall the RCVFD Bylaws were 
updated and with the update a new position of Assistant 
Treasurer was added to the Board of Directors. If you would 
like to serve your community and are proficient in QuickBooks, 
please call 970/419-0397 for more information.      

Richard Lund 
Treasurer, RCVFD    





For more information, contact:  
Laurie Franklin, RCVFD 
970-416-0436 
info@rcvfd.org 
  

Bellvue, CO, Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department 
participates in national  

Wildfire Community Preparedness Day 
Local communities join effort to reduce wildfire risk across the country on May 5, 2018 

May 5, 2018 – Residents living in high-risk wildfire areas who want to take action steps to increase their 
safety but are unsure about how to start can now find the information, and the inspiration, they need to 
organize and accomplish wildfire risk reduction projects in their community. Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire 
Department is teaming up with the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and State Farm® for the 
fifth annual Wildfire Community Preparedness Day event on May 5, 2018, which helps communities prepare 
for and work together to reduce their risk of wildfire damage.  

Preparedness Day is a call to action that gives people of all ages a chance to plan and participate in a risk 
reduction or wildfire preparedness activity that makes their community a safer place to live.  

“Continued drought, hotter temperatures and beetle-kill trees are major contributors to the increased 
wildfire activity we are experiencing in Colorado,” says Laurie Franklin, firefighter with the RCVFD. 
“That’s why the RCVFD has organized our Fifth Annual Wildfire Community Preparedness Day and are 
committed to working together with NFPA and State Farm to make our community safer from the threat of 
wildfire. We believe Preparedness Day is a great way to raise awareness of this important issue. ”  

The Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department will be hosting an “Open Firehouse” during Preparedness Day 
to promote wildfire awareness and safety. The activities include:  

• “Open Firehouse at Station 1” 11835 Rist Canyon Road, Bellvue, CO – enjoy burgers & brats and kids 
can check out our trucks, spray the fire hose and put out fires with the elite firefighting force of 
the Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department! 

• Learn about wildfire preparedness for people, pets and property with the Colorado State Forest 
Service, Colorado Tree Farmers, Colorado Department of Wildlife, and emergency preparedness 
specialists. WIN a fire resistant plant from Fort Collins Nursery and meet Smokey Bear! 

• See a Firewise building and landscaping display and learn how to help our community achieve a 
Firewise community designation. 

Through these educational, individual and group activities, residents of Rist Canyon can learn more about 
the importance of wildfire preparedness and planning, and the power of prevention.  

http://www.nfpa.org/
https://www.statefarm.com/
http://www.nfpa.org/public-education/campaigns/national-wildfire-community-preparedness-day
http://www.nfpa.org/
https://www.statefarm.com/
http://www.nfpa.org/public-education/campaigns/national-wildfire-community-preparedness-day


. 

Look what happens when you cut 
too many trees . . .  
Reprinted with permission from the Tree Farmer 
Alert, Sept. 7, 2017. Submitted by Steve Goodroad.



6208 South College Avenue 
Fort Collins                    970.223.5197 

Located 1 1/4 miles south of Harmony  
on the east side of College Avenue, 
just south of Poudre Pet and Feed. 

www.coloradospas.com              
info@coloradospas.com 

As we approach prime gardening 
season the Audubon Society has a great 
tool to help you bring more birds into 
your yard. Head over to Audubon’s 
native plants database and explore the 
best plants for birds in your area, as well 
as local resources and links to more 
information. https://www.audubon.org/
native-plants 
Photo: Black-capped chickadee by U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service

http://www.coloradospas.com
mailto:info@coloradospas.com
http://www.coloradospas.com
mailto:info@coloradospas.com
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMzE2Ljg3MTI3NTAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDMxNi44NzEyNzUwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTYxOTg5JmVtYWlsaWQ9YnJpZGdldEBmcmlpLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9YnJpZGdldEBmcmlpLmNvbSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&105&&&https://www.facebook.com/usfws/




Electric Chainsaws: Toys or Serious Forestry Tools?
In 2011, I moved into a brand new sustainable 
home in Redstone Canyon above Horsetooth 
Reservoir. My home is super insulated and 
heated by a solar hot water radiant floor system. 
I am connected to the Poudre REA electric grid 
but produce 10-15 % more electricity through 
solar photovoltaic collectors than I actually use. 
  
Redstone Canyon has a very active forest 
wildfire mitigation program with individual 
homeowners actively cutting on their own 
property and also joining together every winter to 
cut strategically along roadways in the canyon. 
In these common areas, we provide the sweat 
equity (“burn calories, not trees!”) and we have 
been able to obtain Colorado State Forest 
Service grants to have slash that we drag to the 
roads chipped and sprayed back on the land. 

In the Spring of 2011, one of the areas that we 
mitigated was an area along a community 
roadway just below my new house. Without that 
mitigation effort, I have no doubt that the High 
Park fire would have destroyed my home. As a 
wildlife and forest ecologist, I have not just a 
professional but a personal interest in wildfire  
mitigation and in selecting the best tools to use. 

I have used gas powered chainsaws for years 
but have always disliked their disadvantages 
including having to keep gas on hand; having to 
pull-start them, especially on cliffs or in deep 
snow; and adjusting engines, especially in 
freezing temperatures! Twenty years ago, I tried 
out battery powered chainsaws then on the 
market and found them to be “toys,” at least from 
the perspective of serious woods work. Electric 
cord chainsaws were better but totally 
impractical for forest work. 

In 2011, however, I noticed that Stihl had 
developed a lithium battery powered chainsaw 
and I decided to try out a 12-inch blade, 36-volt 
model after much kidding from fellow sawyers 
and I was amazed at its performance. The chain 
is narrower than a gas equivalent and the saw 
was well designed to take advantage of the 
greater torque of its electric motor. The weight of 
the chainsaw was 7 pounds without battery or 
10.8 pounds with battery and the run time with 
intensive cutting was 38 minutes. For those who 
need to favor their backs with less chainsaw 
weight, there is a nifty battery belt that holds the 

battery and a cord from the belt then plugs into 
the saw. The saw has been a pleasure to use 
because of its weight and rapid cutting ability. 
Another benefit has been noise reduction to the 
sound level of a sewing machine. Because the 
saw is either on or off and is simply started with 
a switch, it is also a joy to use on cliffs and steep 
hillsides. Chains are very easy to replace and 
the electric motor is self-contained and does not 
require tune- ups.  
  
A side benefit is to be able to make fun of your 
fellow sawyers using gas chainsaws 
by asking them what that rope is hanging off 
their chainsaws. The lithium ion batteries are 
capable of being recharged in less than 30 
minutes. I was pleased enough with the saw that 
I invested in four batteries allowing me at least 
half a day of active cutting without recharging. I 
have been very pleased with Stihl because they 
maintain good dealerships with repair shops. 
Maintenance involves cleaning which is easy for 
the operator to do and purchase of chain 
sprockets that are easily replaced at Stihl shops. 
Although batteries are not inexpensive, they 
show no evidence of reduction of power or run 
time after six years of heavy use. Without gas 
engine maintenance and the cost of gasoline 
and tune-ups, I estimate the overall cost of 
running and maintaining the saw equals that of a 
gas-powered saw by the third year and then falls 
after that. 

`There is another major advantage because Stihl 
also makes trimmers, blowers, poles saws and 
even lawn mowers that run on the same battery 
system of 32 volts. At this point, I have a 14-inch 
chainsaw, a pole saw that can extend 12 feet, 
two trimmers, and a blower all using the same 
batteries. All have been excellent investments. 

Continued on next page . . .



Electric Chainsaws, cont’d.

 

I decided last year to convert to all electric tools for 
wild fire mitigation because of the number of 
excellent lithium battery powered options. I needed 
a bigger chainsaw and was able to find an 80 volt 
18-inch saw made by Green Works. They also 
make an 80 volt trimmer, using the same battery, 
that is excellent for heavy brush cutting as well as 
an 80 volt yard mower also using the same battery 
and recharger. I have been very pleased with these 
tools.  

The 18 inch chainsaw is large and powerful enough 
to cut any trees on my property. I have also been 
able to convert a Polaris Ranger ATV to electric 
power with lithium batteries similar to a model that 
the Special Forces is using in Afghanistan. It is 
powerful enough to clear driveways with a snow 
blade and is an outstanding work vehicle with 1-
wheel, 2-wheel, and 4-wheel drive choices and 
quiet enough for outstanding wildlife observation. In 
addition, the lithium batteries are estimated to be 
good for about 6,000 recharges. 
  
Although I am connected to the electric grid, I have 
battery back-up and emergency circuits. Thus, I 
have full use of my lithium powered tools and 

vehicle under emergency conditions. These tools 
and the vehicle seem to require much less 
maintenance and I am very pleased from safety, 
financial, and environmental perspectives not to be 
using gasoline to power them. I like to say that my 
energy supplier is 93 million miles away and has 
been a reliable supplier for the last 4.5 billion years! 
  
I have had good luck with Stihl and Green Works 
but there are now an ever-increasing number of 
lithium battery powered tools available. As with any 
choices these days, I advise careful review of the 
quality and power of the tools available. It is also 
important to make sure that you have access to a 
local shop where parts and repairs can be made. 
Best wishes and go electric!

By John H. Fitch
Proud Owner of a Sustainable Home on 38 acres in 

Redstone Canyon, 
Larimer County Affiliate Professor, Warner College 

of Natural Resources, 
Colorado State University



2018 RCVFD Mountain Festival
Fun, Friends, and Funds Festival! A great team has formed to organize the 2018 Rist Canyon 
Festival to raise money for the Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department (RCVFD). It will be held 
Saturday, September 8, 2018 (not Labor Day weekend). Some of the leaders and activities are 
listed below, and we can use more help. We also need folks to assist their neighbors with setup on 
Friday, September 7, and breakdown on Sunday, September 9 (any amount of time you can spare is 
appreciated). Please contact H.J. Siegel (Festival Coordinator) to volunteer for activities, setup and 
breakdown, or if you have any questions (HJ@computer.org). We need the help of our community 
(you), please. 

List of Festival Leaders 

Bake Sale: Lisa Diederich 

Board of Directors Booth: Dale Snyder 

Book Sale: Carolyn Stanley 

Corporate Sponsors: Taylor Bradley Hubbard 

Craft/Vendor Booths: Jill Smith, Cherie 

DeLapp Brandhorst 

Entertainment: Sandy Deraney-Reilly  
Facilities: Richard Lund 

Farm Animals: Coreen Rairdon  

Festival Coordinator: H.J. Siegel 

Firefighter Display Booth: Juana Jackson  

Food Trucks: Bridget Tisthammer  

Ice Cream: Shane Downing  
Kids’ Events: Trisha Johnston 

Lunch with a Firefighter: Juana Jackson 

Plant Sale: Ann Nichols 

Publicity: Leisa Taylor 

RCVFD Supporter T-Shirts: Susan Miley, Eve 

Ege 

Silent Auction: Janet Siegel 

Treasurer: Richard Lund 

(From left to right) 
Juana Jackson, Cherie 
Bradhorst, Eve Ege, 
Susan Miley, Taylor 
Hubbard, Bridget 
Tisthammer, Trisha 
Johnston, Carolyn 
Stanley and Janet 
Siegel enjoy the view 
from H.J. and Janet 
Siegel’s home during 
a break in our second 
festival get-together.

mailto:HJ@computer.org
mailto:HJ@computer.org


Here’s My Card . . .

Worship Service every Sunday at 10 AM 
Sky Corral Lodge   482-3237 
8233 Old Flowers Road   Bellvue

SSTTUUMMPPEEDD??
Let me carve it into
something special!

ardella@buckhorncarvings.com

997700--228866--00881122

BB UCKHORNUCKHORN
CC ARVINGSARVINGS

CUSTOM CHAINSAW CUSTOM CHAINSAW CARVINGSCARVINGS

NEW FRONTIER ELECTRIC 

 
Residential—Commercial—Solar 

Kevin Stamm 
Master Electrician 

720-936-6892 

 
Newfrontierelectric@gmail.com 

BUCKHORN INSULATING INC.

MENTION THIS AD AND BUCKHORN INSULATING 
WILL DONATE 5% OF YOUR JOB TOTAL TO RCVFD

Fiberglass Attic Blown Insulation
Fiberglass Batt Insulating: Custom Homes, Additions, Garages,

Crawl Spaces, Etc.

RONALD REES 970-217-4307 FREE ESTIMATES



 RCVFD News and Notes

Continued on next page . . . 

The upper Buckhorn needs more first responders.  
I would volunteer but I can no longer run up a hill with 50' of 
hose under each arm.  
Contact RCVFD if you can leap over the now-standing  
Kinnikinnick with a  
Shovel in your hand to cut more fire-line. 

          
Don Diemer, 

up the Buckhorn without a paddle or a shovel  
Upper Buckhorn Area Rep

Spring is here!  I know that 
the warmer weather, 
although temporary, has 
gotten me in the mood to 
plant. Did you know that 
some of the easiest 
vegetables to start indoors 
and transplant later are 
broccoli, cabbage, Brussel 
sprouts, lettuce and 
tomatoes?  Happy planting 
everyone! 

Jill Smith 
Stove Prairie Area Rep

The Whale Rock community would like to thank 
the first responders of RCVFD for their efforts to 
aid a Whale Rock resident in critical need. Nice job 
folks! 

Brian Finley, 
Whale Rock Area Rep

Happy Spring folks! Your 
firefighters are always here for 
you. But prevention is best! It's a 
good time to have your 
chimneys cleaned, and change 
those smoke and carbon 
monoxide detector batteries. 
Great protection for you and 
your family. Why not plan to 
change them today! Cheers —

Louise Creager 
Stratton Park Area Rep

I am pleased to be the new RCVFD Area 
Representative for Davis Ranch. We are 
currently exploring options for the annual Fall 
Festival, intended to generate funds for the 
Volunteer Fire Dept. Plans are not finalized, so 
feel free to contact me if you would like to 
participate in the planning process, 
or have suggestions. Volunteers are always 
welcome at varying levels of time 
commitment. If you know of musicians who 
might be willing to donate their 
time for our cause, please let me 
know. You can contact 
me through the RCVFD web site 
by clicking on my link.  Thanks, I 
look forward to hearing from you 
and serving our community.  
  

Sandy Deraney Reilly 
Davis Ranch Area Rep



RCVFD News and Notes, cont’d.

Advertise in the Ristwatch! 
Reaches over 1,200 homes! 

Ad Size—Customer Rates
Full Page—$100
Half Page—$75

Quarter Page—$50
Business Card—$25

(Old rates for current customers in effect 
until January 2019. The above rates will 

Community 
Classifieds 

$1 per line for a 4” wide ad. No 
businesses, please.

Business ads, classified ads, 
community news and photos 
can be submitted to the Editor 
at ristwatch@rcvfd.org.

WATCH FOR YOUR NEIGHBORS AND WILDLIFE!

As you travel through our canyon, please watch out for our residents and wildlife. On the stretch of 
Rist Canyon Road next to our home (1/2 mile up the Canyon from RCVFD Station One), residents 
can be challenged entering and exiting their drive onto the main road, while deer and other animals 
frequently cross from the hillside on the south to the open areas to the north of the road, and back 
again. We’ve recently seen two deer killed, in two separate incidents, in the recent past; while I 
don’t know about the drivers, the vehicles involved in these incidents were damaged, as well.

With the re-striping of Rist Canyon Road, there are now even fewer passing lanes than before; now, 
the first passing lane as you come “up” the canyon, is now in this same area. For those traveling 
down Rist Canyon Road from the west, it is effectively a “blind curve” immediately before this 
same stretch of road; the folks that live on the hillside on the south side of the road—as well as the 
animals that cross—are frequently at risk of being involved in a potential collision.

Please be considerate of our community and its wildlife in your travels so that you can return home 
to your family safely and without injury or damage, and others can, as well!

If you live in Rist Canyon, and have any questions 
related to either the Fire Department or our Donation 
drive, please send me a note through the RCVFD web 
site. Just click on the “Contact” link for me. Also, if you 
live here and know of a newcomer to the Canyon, let 
me know that, as well, so that I can contact them as our 
Rist Canyon Area Representative, and welcome them 
to our community. Thanks!

Jeff Yarberry 
Rist Canyon Area Rep 



Larimer County Natives! 
 

If you’re thinking about selling your property this 
year, give us a call.  We know this area like no 

one else.  Free Market Analysis, Local Expertise, 
Lifetime CSU Alumni Member 

 

Visit us online at: 
www.milehighland.com 
Office:  970-419-4900 

Email:  milehighland@gmail.com 
Ronni Aragon, RSPS, GRI  

Norman Wyatt, CNE, Green 
Briana Aragon, Broker Associate 

Mountain cabin overlooking 
your private pond & meadow!  
Off-the grid, open floor plan, 
wraparound deck, 2 bed/2 bath, 
partial basement & 2-car 
attached garage on 40 acres.  

Price Improved 

Available 

Paradise Park 

SOLD! 

Sheep Creek included with this 1 
room hand-crafted log cabin.  
Brand new & wood-burning stove 
has never been lit.  35.2 acres with 
fishing, wildlife and National 
Forest frontage.  The ultimate 
recreation property offered at 
$395,000. 

Blackhurst Creek runs through 
this end of the road hideaway. 
Lots of large pines, heavy 
vegetation along the creek with 
dynamic rock outcroppings. 
Atop Buckhorn Mountain with 
views down the Redstone 
Canyon for $149,000. Under Contract! 

 
Nearly 90 acres 30 minutes from 
Ft. Collins with over a 1/2 mile of 
stream, numerous waterfalls  and 
lots of trees. Diverse terrain with 
valley, canyon, ridge tops and 
excavated building site for 
$325,000. 

 
2 parcels being sold together; 37 
acres & 3 acres both with rustic 
cabins. Upper Buckhorn acreage in 
a secluded valley with several 
springs and end of the road. 2 sides 
N. F., only a couple miles to Rocky 
Mountain National Park. SOLD! Under Contract! 

20 acres at the end of the road, 
abutting National Forest on the 
South.  Lots of local wildlife, 
alternative energy required, 4WD 
access, voluntary road association.  
Don’t miss out on these views!  

SOLD! 

Photo: Humpback chub by Travis Francis/USFWS

Comeback for Humpback Chub 

The humpback chub is making a comeback! A recent 5-year status review indicates this unique 
Colorado River fish could soon be downlisted from an endangered to a threatened species. This 
would mark a conservation success for the native freshwater fish, which has been protected since 
1967 (predating the Endangered Species Act of 1973). The largest population, found in the 
Colorado and Little Colorado Rivers in the Grand Canyon of Arizona, appears to be stable at about 
12,000 adults. There are five populations in total, each persisting without hatchery stocking. 

Improvements in water management, 
nonnative fish control, and collaborative 
conservation efforts with state, tribal, 
federal, and private partners are all 
attributed to helping the humpback 
chub, ensuring it continues to endure for 
future generations. 

Reprinted with permission from “Peaks to 
Prairies” a weekly newsletter issued by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Mar. 23, 2018.

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMzIzLjg3NDU2MjMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDMyMy44NzQ1NjIzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTYzNzM1JmVtYWlsaWQ9YnJpZGdldEBmcmlpLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9YnJpZGdldEBmcmlpLmNvbSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&116&&&https://www.fws.gov/fisheries/fishguide/humpback_chub.html
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMzIzLjg3NDU2MjMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDMyMy44NzQ1NjIzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTYzNzM1JmVtYWlsaWQ9YnJpZGdldEBmcmlpLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9YnJpZGdldEBmcmlpLmNvbSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&118&&&http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/general-information/the-fish/humpback-chub.html
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMzIzLjg3NDU2MjMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDMyMy44NzQ1NjIzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTYzNzM1JmVtYWlsaWQ9YnJpZGdldEBmcmlpLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9YnJpZGdldEBmcmlpLmNvbSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&118&&&http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/general-information/the-fish/humpback-chub.html
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMzIzLjg3NDU2MjMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDMyMy44NzQ1NjIzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTYzNzM1JmVtYWlsaWQ9YnJpZGdldEBmcmlpLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9YnJpZGdldEBmcmlpLmNvbSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&116&&&https://www.fws.gov/fisheries/fishguide/humpback_chub.html
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMzIzLjg3NDU2MjMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDMyMy44NzQ1NjIzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTYzNzM1JmVtYWlsaWQ9YnJpZGdldEBmcmlpLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9YnJpZGdldEBmcmlpLmNvbSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&118&&&http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/general-information/the-fish/humpback-chub.html
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMzIzLjg3NDU2MjMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDMyMy44NzQ1NjIzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTYzNzM1JmVtYWlsaWQ9YnJpZGdldEBmcmlpLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9YnJpZGdldEBmcmlpLmNvbSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&118&&&http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/general-information/the-fish/humpback-chub.html


Thank You RCVFD 
 

 
 

 
Chet Dobbs, Owner 

970-231-4408 
office@dobbsxinc.com 

 
 

Family Owned and Operated 



Three Easy Ways to Support the RCVFD

It’s easy! 

!Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of 
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 
the charitable organization of your 
choice. 
!AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you 
know. Same products, same prices, 
same service! 
!Support Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire 
Department anytime you shop on 
Amazon. Once you set it up – it’s 
automatic! 
Go to www.smile.amazon.com. 
If you have an account, sign in. 
Select Rist Canyon VFD as the charity 
you would like to give to. Use this 
website for all your Amazon purchases. 

Go to www.coloradogives.org/ 
Under “Find a Nonprofit” 
Enter: Rist Canyon VFD 

In the Rist Canyon VFD window, 
click on “Donate”. 

RCVFD provides wildland and structural fire 
protection as well as medical emergency 
services to over 110 square miles of northern 
Colorado Front Range. Please help us continue 
this important service to not only residents 
but also visitors and guests to this area. Your 
support is invaluable to maintain the safety in 
this area. Please consider a donation of any 
size. 

Neighborhood Rewards 
Program 

Buy a preloaded $5 gift card by 
calling Bridget at 484-6724. At the 
King Soopers checkout counter, load 
the card with the desired amount of 
money. Use the card to purchase 
anything at King Soopers—food, 
prescriptions, gas and other items. 
RCVFD receives 5% of all purchases 
using the preloaded gift card! Cards 
also available at BOD meetings on 
3rd Wednesdays at Station 1, and at 
the Mountain Festival.

https://www.coloradogives.org/
http://www.AmazonSmile.com
https://www.coloradogives.org/
http://www.AmazonSmile.com


 

 BUYERS ARE LOOKING!  ARE YOU THINKING OF SELLING? 

Buckhorn ~ Stove Prairie ~ Rist Canyon  

   

 

BUYERS ARE LOOKING - Thinking of Selling? 
 

Don’t Wait Till You are Ready to List or Buy! 
Professional – FULL Service – FULL Time Realtor® 

 

Call Today - 970.217.6843  

Your Neighbor Since 1989 

 

  

Louise Creager 
ABR,GRI,REO,CNE,SFR 
Military Residential Specialist! 
Broker Associate 
 

Moving you forward! 
 

Stratton Park Resident 
X  RCVFD member since 1989 W 
970.217.6843 
LouiseCreager@gmail.com 
www.LouiseCreager.com 

 Peaceful Days & Starry Nights 
� 20 Fabulous Acres 
� Master Suite w/Private Office 
� Private Cabin for Guests 
� Large Heated 2 Car Garage Incl  
Separate Hobby Room + 1 Car Garage 
� � 30 Minutes to Town 
 

Views of Horsetooth 
� 3300+ Square Feet 
� Over 20 Acres 
� Oversized Extra 2 Car Garage 
� Gourmet Kitchen 
� 35 Minutes to Old Town  
 

 Top of the Hill 
� 80 Acres 
� Views of Stove Prairie and Beyond 
� Choose Your Special Spot to Build 
� Privacy and Seclusion 
� 30 Minutes to Town 
 

Masonville 
� Great Location for Potential  
     Subdivision or Beautiful Home 
� Redstone Creek runs through  
� 35 Units of CBT water 
� New Barn Built in 2008 
              Has to Offer! 

Always Something New Available 
� Will this be Your Listing? 
� Land or Residential? 
� Water Views? 
� Privacy and Seclusion? 
� Fenced area for horses or..? 
 

CALL FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

Each office independently 
owned and operated. 



INC

FREE LENNOX HEALTHY CLIMATE FILTRATION SYSTEM 
AC ADD ON/ FURNACE OR BOILER UPGRADE 

BOILER HEATING? 
Put a brain on your boiler!  As the temp falls outside, you need 
warmer water to heat your home.  Let us help you save a ton 
of energy by controlling this water temperature with an 
outdoor reset control.

RADIANT FLOOR HEATING?  
If you experience large temperature swings and have to kick 
the sheets off at night, we can help you get your radiant floor 
system dialed in to be comfortable and efficient!  

INVITE US TO GIVE YOU A FREE CONSULTATION ON YOUR 
HEATING SYSTEMS TO GIVE YOU IDEAS ON HOW TO 
ACHIEVE YOUR HOME COMFORT GOALS.

Abacus Mechanical is a full service HVAC provider with a commitment to an outstanding 
customer experience.  Let us help you understand you many comfort options and identify 

where you can save money moving forward.

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

970-221-2665
www.abacusmechanical .com mike.snyder@abacusmechanical .com

$200 VALUE

BUY ONE MITSUBISHI MINI SPLIT AIR CONDITIONER 
AND GET SECOND ONE HALF OFF. 

$1000 VALUE
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Shipp’s Plumbing 
and Heating 

970.215.3051 
Family Owned & Operated 

24/7 Service 

Steve Shipp
Owner/Master Plumber

steve@shippsplumbingandheating.com

  
 p

lumbing

  and heatin
g

mailto:steve@shippsplumbingandheating.com
mailto:steve@shippsplumbingandheating.com


2018 Annual Drive - Budget $77,743 - Donations YTD $8,010

The Ristwatch reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any article or ad at any time. We base this decision on our 
responsibility to our readers. We will not knowingly print any article or ad that is misleading or untruthful. Articles 
submitted to the Ristwatch are a representation of the author and not necessarily an endorsement by the Rist Canyon 
Volunteer Fire Department.

Bainer, Kevin & Helene 
Benshoof, John & D. Cheuvront 
Brandt, David & Danna 
Brautigam, Wayne & Myrna 
Brien, Jim 
Burggraff, Gerri 
Center, Janet 
Cloudy Pass Owners Assoc. 
Creager, BJ & Louise 
Dirks-Perez, Christine 
Edwards, Howard & Helen 
Ellmann, Jerry & Patti 
Fink, Bob & Ruth 
Fowler, Robert & Kathy 

Hamilton, Scott & Patty 
Hammond, Alan & Jean 
Hediger, Randy & Jean 
Jackson, Tim & Juana 
Johnson, LaRue & Mary 
Jones, Terry & Judy 
Lauenroth, Wm & Ingrid Burke 
Ligon, Thomas & Linda 
May, Steve & Joy 
McElwaine, Wm. & Pat 
Mitchell, Barbara 
Morgan, Bryan & Axson 
Nelson/Swindler Family Fund 
Pender, Joe & Christina 

Pinkert, Jeff & Lisa 
Schleppy, Raymond & Wendy 
Schmidt, Wm. & Danelle Drew 
Schneider, Robert & Joan 
Shenk-Brien, Tracey 
Smith, Steve & Anne 
Squires, Jordan 
Starkweather, Tim & Mary 
Swenson, Charles & Elizabeth 
Talarico, Ronald & Nanette 
Tisthammer, Thom & Bridget 
White, Tom & Mary 
Wolf, Jeff & Donna 

Thanks to all our donors! If we missed you, please call 970/419-0397.

Wolf Roofing     Rist Canyon 

Serving Rist Canyon and All Larimer County 

Roofing 
All Types 

References 
493-7472



2017 RCVFD Board of Directors — RCVFDboard@rcvfd.org 
President  Dale Snyder  484-8351  
Vice President  H.J. Siegel  416-9062   
2nd VP, Chief  Carol Dollard  484-9647 chief@rcvfd.org 
Treasurer  Richard Lund  419-0397  
Secretary  Leisa Taylor  493-1236 
Ristwatch Editor Bridget Tisthammer 484-6724 ristwatch@rcvfd.org 

Area Representatives 
Buckhorn  Don Diemer  290-1642  
Davis Ranch  Sandy Deraney-Reilly 631-0560 
Rist Canyon  Jeff Yarberry  213-9001 
Stove Prairie  Jill Smith  482-0275 
Stratton Park  Louise Creager 217-6843 
Whale Rock  Brian Finley  692-1777 
       

To add, remove or correct 
your mailing address, 

please call Richard Lund at 
(970) 419-0397

Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department  
P. O. Box 2 
Bellvue, CO  80512 
www.rcvfd.org 
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