
As I write this message, the year 2020 is now 
behind us. While this past year presented 
significant challenges and events arguably 
unprecedented in our history, there have also 
been opportunities for, and demonstrations of, 
an abundance of human kindness. Despite the 
cumulative impact of multiple wildfires, the 
pandemic and the subsequent economic toll, 
many of our community members and 
supporters of our community went above and 
beyond to help folks in need.

While I don’t have exact numbers, I understand 
that RCVFD was able to surpass the targeted 
goal of its Annual Drive for 2020. I would 
consider this as being evidence of an extra 
measure of generosity and support from our 
Rist Canyon community members. I know that 
there were folks opening up their homes as 
refuge for those displaced by the wildfires; and 
others who have provided meals and material 
resources to folks who have been negatively 
impacted financially because of shutdowns and 
layoffs.

It’s been truly heartbreaking to hear about the 
losses many of our families experienced from 
the wildfires. While there has been some 
progress with relief, I understand that some 
formal federal declarations have not yet been 
issued, exacerbating the frustration of impacted 
families and individuals. In the meantime, these 
same families and individuals provide one 
another with emotional and material support, 
while continuing to seek and obtain support 
through organizations, as well as engage with 
elected officials. Hopefully, the new year will 
bring all of the financial and material resources 
needed to assist with everyone’s recovery.
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Another first this past year was the very first 
virtual RCVFD Community Annual Meeting. 
Due to the pandemic, an informal poll was sent 
via a Community Alert to determine the 
preferred venue for the meeting. 
Overwhelmingly, the majority of respondents 
wanted to hold our meeting online via Zoom. 
While not as personable as meeting face-to-
face, we were able to conduct our formal 
business. Two other drawbacks to this venue 
were that residents without high-speed internet 
or a landline had difficulty participating, and 
there was NO pot luck, which has always been 
a welcome time for community fellowship! 
Hopefully, the 2021 Annual Meeting can be 
held face-to-face, without any restrictions.
Stepping out with confident expectation that the 
pandemic will be behind us by the end of 
summer, H.J Siegel, and the RCVFD “Friends 
of the Festival” volunteers are preparing for the 
2021 Rist Canyon Mountain Festival. If you 
would like to know more, or may be interested 
in helping with this annual community event, 
please contact H.J. Siegel for more details.

As a gentle reminder, please keep an eye open 
for announcements in the Ristwatch (available 
by mail and online at https://rcvfd.org/
community-information/ristwatch) and, 
periodically, through our Community Alert 
system. Our Community Alert system is how 
we get important and timely information out to 
our residents. If you are not already registered, 
please do so through our web site at https://
rcvfd.org/community-information/community-
alert-signup.

I encourage everyone in our community to 
consider serving as a volunteer with RCVFD. If 
you are physically able to do so, I would highly 
recommend that you consider contacting our 
Fire Chief (Jeff Elsner) and discussing what 
opportunities may be available for you. RCVFD 
has many other opportunities to volunteer and 
become more familiar with others in our 
community as well. RCVFD is an integral part 
of our local community and I encourage you to 
see what opportunities to serve may be 
available to you!

In addition to our Annual Drive fundraising 
letters, anyone at anytime may also make a 
donation directly to RCVFD via our web site 
(https://rcvfd.org). Two other very simple ways 
to donate include designating RCVFD as the 
recipient of a portion of your purchases on 
Amazon (https://smile.amazon.com); at your 
local King Soopers (with your King Soopers 
Rewards Card account); or through 
organizations like ColoradoGives (https://
coloradogives.org) and Benevity (https://
benevity.org). As the saying goes, “many hands 
make light work”; if everyone gives a little bit 
throughout the year, frequent fundraisers and 
large donations are not necessary. Any 
donation is always welcome, and is genuinely 
appreciated!

If you are interested in learning more about 
RCVFD, our community or how you can help, 
please contact me at president@rcvfd.org! May 
you experience renewed hope and abundant 
joy in this new year!

Kindest Regards, 
Jeff Yarberry 

Community Alerts! 
Information about community events, evacuation 
orders, current active fires and more are delivered 
directly to your Inbox by signing up for Community 
Alerts. Just go to RCVFD.org and scroll to the very 
bottom of the Home Page. There you’ll enter your 
email address and first and last names, then click 
Subscribe. This is a great way to get the most up-to-
date information from the RCVFD.

Will RCVFD find you 
when they need to? 
Consider purchasing a 
reflective sign. Just $15! 
All we need is your 
address. Order today! Call 
Louise Creager at 
970/217-6843.

Letter from the President, cont’d.

https://rcvfd.org/community-information/community-alert-signup
https://rcvfd.org/community-information/community-alert-signup
https://rcvfd.org/community-information/community-alert-signup
https://rcvfd.org
https://smile.amazon.com
https://coloradogives.org
https://coloradogives.org
https://benevity.org
https://benevity.org
mailto:president@rcvfd.org
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I think we all can agree that 2020 was a 
very challenging year. Of course the big thing 
on the whole world’s mind was the global 
Covid-19 pandemic, but here in Rist Canyon 
and our surrounding communities we also had 
the largest fire in Colorado history to contend 
with: Cameron Peak Fire. But Cameron Peak 
was by no means the only fire this year. We had 
near-record-breaking fires all over the Rocky 
Mountains, including East Troublesome, 
Grizzly Creek, Mullen, Middle Fork, Pine 
Gulch and Williams Fork, just to name a few of 
the biggest and nearest. Closer to home, Rist 
Canyon Volunteer Fire Department responded 
to several fires in our area, including Lewstone, 
Wright, Stringtown and Steadman. All except 
for Lewstone (and of course Cameron) were 
controlled while they were below an acre in 
size, and for that I want to thank my excellent 
officers and firefighters who stepped up to 
meet the needs of our community despite all 
the logistical challenges that present 
themselves when responding during a 
pandemic like we saw this year. We are having 
a heavy year with 82 calls, and bear in mind 
that Cameron Peak was a single “call”. 
Cameron Peak generated more volunteer hours 
than an entire average year for us, and really 
put the commitment of our volunteers to the 
test. I am very proud of each and every one of 
my firefighters during this fire season. You 
folks are the absolute best and I am honored to 
work with you.

You, our community, have also stepped 
up by mitigating your own homes, helping 
your neighbors and road associations with 
general community mitigation, working on 
getting grants to help speed along the progress 
and the outpouring of support for our 
firefighters. Whether it was a tax-deductible 
cash donation, cooking us a meal during 

Cameron Peak, offering assistance with 
purchases of equipment or supplies, 
volunteering your time to help organize or 
maintain all the details that keep us running, 
helping to publicize our efforts and needs, or 
just a thank-you note or an appreciative sign on 
your property, it all means more to us than you 
can imagine. We all do this because we love our 
community and because we want to make it a 
better and safer place. To see the same spirit 
reflected back at us from you makes everything 
worthwhile. Thank you.

As everyone knows by now, Cameron 
Peak completely devastated the Crystal 
Mountain area and did a lot of damage to the 
Upper Buckhorn, Stringtown Gulch and 
surrounding areas. This was especially heart-
breaking because of all the hard work that had 
been done and was continuing to be done 
toward mitigation. There are no good 
explanations for why this home was lost or that 
home was spared; wildfires are fickle things, as 
we know from High Park. But to see a home 
lost when the owner had clearly worked so 
hard to give it the best chance they possibly 
could is very difficult for all of us. Please know 
that as we toured the area helping Larimer 
County Sheriff complete their damage 
assessments, we shed the first tears over your 
losses. All I can offer is encouragement: 
rebuild, keep mitigating, keep learning about 
wildfire behavior and ways to protect yourself 
and keep reaching out to your neighbors and 
get involved. We are all safer when we work 
together.

Stay safe, stay healthy and let’s all hope 
2021 is a sigh of relief from the difficulties of 
2020. 

Jeff Elsner 
Chief, RCVFD

Chief’s Report
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Free No Cost No Obligation 
Brokers Price Opinion for your 
Rist Canyon Property.  
*Property Owners* 
I will help You with any 
Larimer County Property Tax 

Valuation Protest for FREE. 

Thinking of selling? Sellers I am 
serious about earning your 
business and I am willing to 
donate 10% of my commission earned to RCVFD or the charity of your choice. 

Call Us Today and I will go to work for you! 

Thinking about Buying Land in Bellvue? I can be Your Buyer's Agent and Represent 
your interests; AND have Seller pay all commissions in most cases, Plus credit you 
$250 at closing for any house. 

Thank You RCVFD 
 

 
 

 
Chet Dobbs, Owner 

970-231-4408 
office@dobbsxinc.com 

 
 

Family Owned and Operated 
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Letter from the Vice President

RCVFD’s Ristwatch Wish List (try to 
say “Ristwatch Wish List” three times quickly!) 

Captain Carol Dollard reported that our RCVFD 
has had a busy year. We have gone on 82 calls 
this past year. Multi-day events like the 
Cameron Peak Fire and Lewstone Fire were 
each counted as just one call; if we counted 
each day on those fires as a separate call, we 
would have nearly 150 calls for the year.   

Our usual ongoing expenses include: 
• repairs on our trucks and firefighting 

equipment heavily used during this very 
active fire year 

• maintenance and fuel for our trucks and 
chain saws 

• material to be used in firefighting and 
medical trainings 

• uniforms and safety gear for our 
responders 

• utilities for our fire houses 
• internet access 
• replacing worn out hand tools for 

building “fire lines” to contain the spread 
of wildfires 

Our wish list includes: 
• opening up back roads for emergency 

exits and escape routes in our response 
area  

• replacing an old firefighting brush truck 
• rotating out expired SCBA (self-

contained breathing apparatus) tanks 
and adding a heads up display in each 
face mask 

• explosion proof flashlights that can be 
used safely in situations with dangerous 
gases 

• drones we can use in locating and 
assessing severity of wildfires 

• a flammable liquids cabinet for each of 
our fire houses 

• changing our firefighting foam on our 
trucks to non-toxic environmentally 
friendly foam 

• up-to-date communication radios, both 
vehicle mounted and handheld radios 

• battery powered extrication gear (“jaws 
of life”) 

We are pleased that we received over 
$117,000 in donations this year. However, we 
were unable to have an RCVFD Mountain 
Festival in 2020 due to the pandemic, In 2019, 
this festival raised a profit of $20,000 for 
infrastructure, equipment and supplies for our 
RCVFD to provide emergency medical services 
and fire protection for over 100 square miles in 
Rist Canyon. We need your generous support, 
please, so our RCVFD can be well positioned 
to take care our community.  

Please go to our webpage, RCVFD.org, then 
click on “RCVFD Fundraising,” then click on 
“Donate.” Please recall that due to the 
pandemic many RCVFD residents have had to 
deal with financial hardships. Please donate 
generously if you can!  

In addition to your donation, elsewhere in the 
Ristwatch we have information about how you 
can help RCVFD finances using Amazon Smile, 
King Soopers and Colorado Gives. 

Thank you. 

H.J. Siegel, VP of RCVFD Board of Directors 
HJ@computer.org 



        

FRAYER & ASSOCIATES, CPA PC 
 

MONA F. FRAYER, CPA MBA  
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT                         
Telephone (970) 419-3200 
501 STOVER STREET                                                              
FORT COLLINS, CO 80524 
e-mail: mfrayercpa@yahoo.com 
 

x Monthly accounting with explained 

 financial statements 

x Long-Term Care, life, disability, and  

buy sell insurance 

x Business, Individual, Non-Profit and  

Sales Tax returns 

x Individual and Business Financial Statements 

x Free ½ hour consults for New Clients 

x Ask us about any other needs you may have 
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Treasurer’s Notes

Thank You!  Two words I have used many times in 2020 and maybe many of you have used 
also. Being treasurer for RCVFD in 2020 has once again been extremely rewarding; to see how the 
members of the RCVFD community came together and responded in support of our fire fighters and 
medical volunteers. With the challenges of COVID-19 causing  businesses to close and  many people 
to lose their incomes; our community came together and surpassed the goal of funding our fire 
department through the annual drive! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

The High Park fire in 2012 was devastating. People from across the USA showed their support 
in a huge display of giving. Not only nationwide, but there was also a local display of support by 
individuals and businesses. Such was the support that RCVFD was able to replace the original Fire 
Station #1 with a station large enough to house the growing fleet of trucks. More important was the 
room it provided to train an ever-growing group of fire and medical volunteers. RCVFD reached a 
high of 36 volunteers that were there for you and me, 24/7. THANK YOU!

In 2020 once again, Colorado experienced three major fires in our area, Lewstone Fire, 
Cameron Peak Fire and East Troublesome Fire. Again, there were those who came to the aid of 
RCVFD. Stepping up were individuals, businesses, churches and small groups. It was heartwarming 
to see the unselfish giving in this terrible time of the pandemic. The list of donors is much too long to 
list, but I can share that I have printed out over a ream of paper. Yes, time once again for RCVFD to 
say, THANK YOU!     

Your treasurer can assure you that RCVFD is financially sound and will be there for you into 
the future. The future is bright for RCVFD even in this stressful time. In this 2021 New Year, I give 
thanks and I say to all our volunteers, THANK YOU!!

Richard Lund  
Treasurer  RCVFD Monthly  

Meeting Schedule 

All meetings begin at 7 PM at 
Firehouse #1 on Rist Canyon Road 

Operations —1st Wednesdays  
Fire Training—2nd Wednesdays 
Board Meeting—3rd Wednesdays 
Medical Training— 
  4th Wednesdays
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smile.amazon.com is the same Amazon you know, but it 
donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases to the charitable organization of your choice.
Same products, same prices, same service! And once you 
set it up, it’s automatic! 

Just go to www.smile.amazon.com. If you have an Amazon account, sign in. Select Rist 
Canyon VFD as the charity you would like to give to. Bookmark this website and use it 
for all your Amazon purchases. If you shop on Amazon, there’s no reason not to do it! 

You can donate through Colorado Gives 
any time of the year! Please Spread the 

WORD to family and friends! 

It's easy—just post this link: 
http://coloradogives.org/RistCanyonVolunteerFireDepartment 

to Facebook and ask them to donate! Your fire department thanks you! 

Three Easy Ways to Help the RCVFD

Spread the Word! 
One of our biggest fundraisers is the King Soopers 
Rewards Card. If everyone in the Rist Canyon area 
used this program, it could make a HUGE difference in 
our fundraising. This generous program gives the 
RCVFD 5% of all of your purchases at King Soopers. 
This includes groceries, toiletries, supplies, clothing, gas 
and even prescriptions. 

The process only takes a few minutes. If you don't already have a free King Soopers 
Rewards Card, request one from your cashier or the service desk. Once that's done, jump on 
your computer and go to www.kingsoopers.com/communityrewards. Click on the link to enroll. 
Set up an account, or sign in if you already have one. Then click on Community Rewards from 
the list on the left. Use the "Find an Organization" box to enter our NPO number, YP687 and 
click Search. It will verify that you have selected the RCVFD. Click "Enroll" and you're done! 
Always scan your Rewards Card when shopping. As a Rewards member, you’ll save money 
and earn points towards gas discounts; and the RCVFD will receive 5% of your purchases. If 
you have any questions about the King Soopers Rewards Program, contact them at 
800/576-4377. And thank you for telling your neighbors to sign up, too!

http://www.AmazonSmile.com
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Larimer County Natives! 
 

Free Market Analysis, Local Expertise, Lifetime 
CSU Alumni Member 

 
Keeping you all in our thoughts as this 

Cameron Peak Fire 

Visit us online at: 
www.milehighland.com 

Office:  970-419-4900 
Email:  milehighland@gmail.com 

Ronni Aragon, RSPS, GRI  
Norman Wyatt, CNE, Green 

 

Available! 

Available 

When you’re ready to buy or sell, 
we’re ready to help!  Celebrating 
20 years as Mile High Land & 
Homes, Inc with a lifetime of 
experience in Larimer County 
mountain real estate.  We know 
these hills because they’re home! 

Norman Wyatt & 
Ronni Aragon 

SOLD! 

No Fire Damage!  Remodeled with 
final finish up to the Buyer.  Hard 
work is done!  1 room cabin with 
bathroom, under cabin water 
storage and vault, year round 
access on the creek.  Bridge plans 
in place and approved by County.  
Offered at $199,000! 

Outbuilding and trees lost to the 
fire.  Outbuilding will be 
replaced! Septic & well already 
in, this off-the-grid property is 
perfect for someone looking for 
an escape or room to roam!  
Approximately 2.6 miles of 4WD 
access.  Now offered at $377,500 

3.64 acres tucked in the aspens 
overlooking the creek is where this 
cabin is located in Poudre Springs.  
Behind locked gates, this 3 bed/1 
bath cabin could be the getaway 
you’re looking for!  Needs some 
TLC, but lots of history here & 
offered at $289,000.   

 
1 room cabin on 2.25 acres.  Open 
with wood-burning stove, right on 
the creek!  Enjoy the deck off the 
back or front and make this your 
own little weekend getaway.  
Nearby National Forest and plenty 
of local wildlife!  $114,999 
 SOLD! 

Under Contract! 

Motivated Seller!  Cozy cabin near 
the scenic Poudre River. National 
Forest  surrounds the area for 
endless outdoor recreation. The 
cabin has well/septic 2 bed, 1 bath 
with a living room fireplace, 
Garage, studio & cellar offered at 
$269,000 SOLD! 

Price Improved! 

Wolf Roofing 

Serving Rist Canyon 
and All Larimer County 

Roofing All Types 

References 

493-7472

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894K-A

edwardjones.com

Mike Boyles 
Financial Advisor

St Michaels Town Square 
6560 29th St Unit 106 
Greeley, CO 80634 
970-330-6771
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You’ve lived through the fires, 
and again . . . for some of you. 
You are thankful for what you 
have, that you’re safe, and life 
is getting back to normal. But 
many of you have lost your 
homes. That is a devastating 
loss in anyone’s life. Where do 
you go from here? Do you 
rebuild? Do you keep the 
home in the same spot it was, 
or do you find that perfect 
location, with better views, 
breezes, access, and most of 
all, good feelings? That 
perfect spot that you went to 
for solitude or picnics with 
family and friends. You’re 
working on insurance claims, 
and finding out what you can 
afford. Don’t let the cost of 
the building plans hit you with 
sticker shock. Crown Jade 
Design and Engineering can 
help with a 25% discount off 
plans if you are rebuilding. We 
provide all of the architectural 
and structural plans necessary 
to obtain a building permit 
and build your home at a 
fraction of the cost of a full 
architect.  

Mark and David Benjamin, the founders of CJDE in 2004, went through many fires since David and his 
brothers built the family home in 1994 as your neighbor. After the High Park Fire of 2012, Mark became 
involved with the founding, and many of the education sessions, of the Recovery programs at the Bellvue 
Grange. These were well attended by many of you looking to rebuild and trying to figure out how. Other 
professionals, such as builders, architects, engineers, county officials, plumbers, electricians and others 
helped guide us in the steps necessary. As an offshoot of this, CJDE offered a discount on the plans required 
for rebuilding your homes. Many of you accepted this offer, and CJDE appreciates putting your trust in us. We 
would like to extend a similar offer now, to help those planning on rebuilding again. The education sessions 
may or may not happen again, but CJDE has the experience and knowledge to help guide you again. See our 
ad above for contact information.

25% OFF 
ALL NEW CONTRACTS 

FOR COMPLETE ARCHITECTURAL  
AND STRUCTURAL PLANS

Crown Jade Design & Engineering would like to express our  
sincerest condolences to those whose homes were lost in the 
Cameron Peak Fire of 2020. Our hearts grieve with your own. 
Please accept our offer of 25% off of any new contracts for complete 
architectural and structural plans for your new home, or any other 
buildings damaged or destroyed by the fire. We cannot imagine how 
difficult this is, and we would like to extend this offer to you in order to 
help you rebuild. 

PLEASE CONTACT US 
at 833-402-9532 or email jadeadmin@crownjade.com 
We look forward to working with you to help you rebuild your Northern Colorado home. 
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Happy New Year - Welcome to 2021  

the 2020 market! 
WOW!  Despite all the events of 2020 the real estate market was very busy and brisk this year!  It seemed 
since folks couldn’t get out in their own area, they decided to get properties in the mountains. In the RCVFD 
area there were many transactions. Here is a quick peek at numbers of transactions. 
Properties with homes: Homes available at time of printing: 3 
Homes sold - 20. Average days on market 147 // Average price $494,712 with High $955,000, and low $130,000.  

Land available at time of printing: 2 
Land sold - 9.  Average days on market 133 // Average price $141,000 with High $200.000  and low $100,000. 

For a complete list of sales for 2020, or if you would like to be included on a regular basis for your area give 
me a call or email.  No obligation.  
 

Please know that your real estate community is working to make sure you are safe during the COVID virus. 
We are taking all precautions with showings. Even more buyers are looking for a place of solitude to get 
away from the hub bub of town.  Give me a call if you, or someone you know is considering selling. 
 

Always Complimentary Market Analysis - contact Louise TODAY!  

Louise Creager 
ABR,GRI,REO,CNE,SFR 
Military Specialist 
Broker Associate 
RCVFD member since 1989 
970.217.6843 
LouiseCreager@gmail.com 
www.LouiseCreager.com 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 

MANY BUYERS ARE LOOKING - Thinking of Selling?  
Don’t Wait Till You are Ready to List or Buy! Always Complimentary Market Analysis.  

Your Trusted Local Professional – FULL Service – FULL Time Realtor®    

I LOVE IT  -  BECAUSE I LIVE IT   Call Today - 970.217.6843  

County Rd 74e 
ª 3 miles from the Forks 
ª Power at the Road 
ª 15 Minutes to Fort Collins 

POUDRE CANYON - POUDRE CITY 
ª Power at property 
ªWai ng for You to Build on .42 Acres 
ªPrivate Se ng  

Informa on from IRES LLC, deemed reliable but not guaranteed. 



Mountain Festival Plans for 2021 

We hope to have the 2021 RCVFD Mountain Festival! It is planned for Saturday, September 11, 
2021, the Saturday after Labor Day weekend. We expect to decide by June 2021 if we can 
safely hold the 2021 Festival in terms of the status of the pandemic.  

The 2020 RCVFD Mountain Festival was cancelled because of the pandemic. In 2019, about 
100 RCVFD Mountain Festival volunteer neighbors worked together to design and organize a 
great community-building event that was enjoyed by about 2,000 attendees and raised a profit of 
$20,000 for the RCVFD. We need the help of even more volunteers for 2021, please. 

You can help anytime, all year long, before, during and after the festival. Two particular positions 
where we need to replace retirees are the Bake Sale Chair and the Corporate Donations Chair. 
In both cases, the current chairs will help teach you the job.  

Please contact HJ Siegel, the Festival Coordinator, if you want to find out more about the 
numerous possibilities for participating on the Festival team – email: HJ@computer.org. Please 
plan to attend the 2021 Festival, have fun and support RCVFD finances by enjoying the book 
sale, silent auction, bake sale, plant sale, dunk tank and other festival activities. 

Thanks! 

HJ Siegel, RCVFD Festival Coordinator 
HJ@computer.org 

Book Bees News 

Hopefully, soon after some of the 
book bees get their vaccines, we will 
be able to get together and start 
cleaning out the books we do not 
want to keep and also sort and 
consolidate the books in Bee Hive I 
and the trailer. We need to make 
room for new books. If you are 
interested in helping, please let me 
know and I will add your name 
to the list.  Everyone is welcome.

Carolyn Stanley 
Book Tent Chair 

 cloud9sewing@gmail.com 
or 970-221-2024

Worship Service every Sunday at 10 AM 
Please call for location—970/682-7311 

Everyone welcome!

Location 
May Vary

mailto:cloud9sewing@gmail.com


THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SERVICE.

FORT COLLINS 1609 East Harmony Road, 970.206.1160
1102 Lincoln Avenue, 970.223.8200

107 North College Avenue, 970.267.3650

We are proud to 
support the RCVFD

18_BC04_RISTWATCH_RCVFD_BRAND_AD.indd   1 5/15/18   3:39 PM
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What a great way to begin the New Year!  If 
you were looking at the night sky in the early 
morning of January 3rd, you may have seen the 
Quadrantid Meteor Shower. If you missed it 
don't worry, there should be more throughout 
the year! With our wonderful location and 
dark, clear night skies we are able to enjoy 
these events from our own homes, while others 
need to get out of their cozy beds and drive to 
locations such as ours. 

Pictures here are from a walk I took in the 
Stratton Park area. The yellow bird is an 
Evening Grosbeak, while the red one on the 
next page is a Pine Grosbeak. We don't see the 
Pine Grosbeaks often so it was a treat to see 

them at our feeders.  If you look at the Ristwatch from the web site, rcvfd.org,  you'll be able to 
enjoy the vibrant colors.  If you wish to share your favorite pictures, feel free to go to Rist Canyon 
Life on Facebook. We love to see what's happening in your neck of the woods. 

Notes from Your RCVFD Area Representatives

Hello One and All! Well. . . that was a very 
different year! Many thanks to all involved in 
any effort related to the CP Fire. There is a 
debt of gratitude to be repaid. It’s nice to be 
back home after some uncertain times. My 
sympathy to anyone who was adversely 
affected. Things are seemingly quiet along 
Stove Prairie Road and for this I am grateful.  I, 
for one, plan to embrace the coming year and 
remain humbly thankful 2020 is in the past.  
Best wishes for a happy and prosperous 2021! 
Take care.  Stay safe! 

Tim Stratman 
Stove Prairie Area Rep. 

Continued on next page
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THANK YOU SOOO MUCH for all the 
folks who donated to RCVFD on Colorado 
Gives Day this year.  While we had a very 
good turnout for the Colorado Gives Day, 
don't forget, the link is open year 
round. Feel free to share with all your 
friends. Your donations were especially 
appreciated this year with all the 
fires. Your firefighters really appreciated 
these donations so they can replace old 
and tired equipment to be ready for the 
next time they are called out. You can 
always make either a one-time donation, 
or set up a monthly donation, whichever 
is most convenient for your budget.

Cheers, 
Louise Creager 

Stratton Park Area Rep

Notes from Your RCVFD Area Representatives, cont’d. 

Thanks to Jan Schoad, Erica Michel and Tom 
& Le Haverty for spending October 3rd with my 
husband Terry and me, clearing branches and 
brush piled up along the upper Buckhorn 
Road. Although the Cameron Peak fire 
eventually did reach this area, it didn’t appear 
to jump the road in the places that we 
managed to clear. It was an impressive effort, 
a rewarding experience, and I truly believe we 
made a difference.

A few days later, Terry and I took a drive up the 
Buckhorn to enjoy the autumn colors before 
the fire made a run towards the area. That day 
I took a few photos of one of my favorite area 
landmarks, the caboose, fearing that it might 
not survive the approaching fire. Fortunately, it 
is still standing, although it was definitely a 
close call.

Continued on next page
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Notes from Your RCVFD Area Representatives, cont’d. 

 On October 14th, the fire made an aggressive 
run towards our area, and mandatory 
evacuations were reiterated. As we evacuated 
our horses, goats, dogs and cats, it seemed 
inevitable that our house would go up in 
flames. Once we arrived safely in town, 
however, we checked our security cameras 
and were astonished that our house was 
apparently still standing. We periodically 
checked the cameras every few hours, and 
couldn’t believe our eyes. Terry returned the 
next day to feed our yaks, and confirmed that 
the fire had stopped about 150 yards behind 
our house, but there were hundreds of hot 
spots scattered all over our property. He spent 
the next few days putting out as many as he 
could, and the Hotshot team arrived three days 
later to focus on extinguishing the rest of them.

As you can see from this photo, our dogs Zeus 
and Delilah were eager to assist the Hotshots 
in this endeavor. As the fire continued to rage, 

helicopters dropped water in an attempt to slow 
it down and keep the hotspots from flaring up.

 
Oblivious to all the chaos surrounding him, yet 
another happy and healthy baby yak was born 
on October 15th.

We are grateful that our little corner of the 
lower Buckhorn was spared, but we grieve for 
those of you who suffered such tremendous 
losses. It has been remarkable to witness how 
the community has pulled together to support 
each other in any way possible, and how 
quickly many people have jumped in, with hope 
and vigor, to the monumental task of 
rebuilding.
We feel fortunate to live in such an amazing 
community.

 Raina Clingan 
Lower Buckhorn Area Rep

Continued on next page



6208 South College Avenue 
Fort Collins                    970.223.5197 

Located 1 1/4 miles south of Harmony  
on the east side of College Avenue, 
just south of Poudre Pet and Feed. 

www.coloradospas.com               
info@coloradospas.com 

The Ristwatch reserves the right to 
edit, refuse, reject or cancel any 
article or ad at any time. We base 
this decision on our responsibility to 
our readers. We will not knowingly 
print any article or ad that is 
misleading or untruthful. Articles 
submitted to the Ristwatch are a 
representation of the author and 
not necessarily an endorsement by 
the RCVFD.

Notes from Your RCVFD Area Representatives, cont’d. 

There are no issues here in Davis Ranch except the cold 
and we are not getting enough snow to raise the water 
table.  

I made 16 canisters and six boots to be distributed by the 
board to the community in hopes of receiving donations 
for the fire department. I would like to thank Brett Carr 
for the signage on the boots and canisters, HJ Siegel for 
helping with making sure we covered all the bases in 
stating what we do and how we help the community and 
Randy Stanley for spending the afternoon smoothing 
and straightening the canisters so they would not lean.

Carolyn Stanley 
Davis Ranch Area Rep 

http://www.coloradospas.com
mailto:info@coloradospas.com
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Advertise in the Ristwatch! 

Business Ads 
Ad Size—Customer Rates

Full Page (7 1/2” W x 10” H)—$100
Half Page (7 1/2” W x 5” H)—$75

Quarter Page (3 1/2” W x 5” H)—$50
Business Card (3 1/2” W x 2 1/4” H)—$25

Community Classifieds 
$1 per line for a 4” wide ad. 

No businesses, please.

Business ads, classified ads, 
community news and photos can be 

submitted to the Editor at 
ristwatch@rcvfd.org. 

Please submit business ads 
and images in pdf format.

The deadline for the 
April Ristwatch is  

March 21st.
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2020 Annual Drive - Budget $80,669 - Donations YTD $116,744

Aberle, Ray & Jennifer 
Adams, Mary 
Alvarez, Raul & Barbara 
Amey, Keith & Martha 
Anders, Marjorie & David Frank 
Anderson, Annette 
Anderson, Robert 
Andrasik, Candace 
Armstrong, Howard & Eleanor 
Arndt, Ray & Cindy 
Arndt, Wayne 
Arrieta, Rueben & Claudia 
Asche, Lyle & Janese 
Astorga, Jim 
Bainer, Kevin & Helen 
Baker, Barry & J Karyl Ting 
Baker, Daniel & Patty Huxley 
Baker, Dorothy 
Baker, Frank & Margaret 
Baker, Pat 
Barnhart, Danny & Amanda 
Bartel, Betsy 
Bartling, Irv & Pat 
Bartmann, Heather 
Bassetti, Darlene 
Bastian, Richard & Vicki 
Bates, Harry & Carol Dollard 
Batman, Leslie & Janet 
Beckwith, Sally 
Bender, Thomas & Crystal 
Bender, Tom 
Bennet, James & Sherrie 
Benshoof, John & Debra Cheuvront 
Berquist Farms 
Berquist, Harold & Janice 
Bevers, Mike & Melanie 
Bevers, Morris 
Big D Properties 
Billica, Roger 
Bohlender, Dewayne & Connie 
Boltz, Willie & Jennifer 
Boyles, Mike & Renate McConathy 
Brack, Jeffery & Gretchen Long 
Brandt, David & Danna 
Brault, Aaron & Stephanie 
Brautigam, Wayne & Myrna 
Bremmer, Melinda 
Brien, Dan & Tracey 
Brien, James 
Brockman, Michael & Stephanie 
Brown, Ed & Valerie Hall 
Budge, David & Carol 
Bureker, Richard & Debbie 
Burggraff, Gerri 
Burrows, Harvey & Kathryn 

Burrows, Royal & Sue 
Cain, David & Connie 
Cairns, Terry & Inara Rudmanis 
Carr, Brett 
Center, Janet 
Ceplecha, Len & Cheryl 
Cerovski, Errol & Annette Holt 
Chandler, Ken & Rita 
Chilen, John & Debbie 
Chinn, James 
Clagett, George & Sharon 
Claus, Gordon & Roslyn Ruppert 
Cletcher, Amy 
Cloudy Pass Home Own. Assoc. 
Clutter, James & Patti 
Cole, Joann (Schauer) 
Collins, Shawn & Terry 
Comer, Anita & Gary Gettman 
Coors, James 
Kizer Jade & Sheryl Cossins 
Cox, Charles 
Cox, Clay & Kathy 
Craig, Scott & Virginia 
Creager, BJ & Louise 
Crowley, Jeff 
Crumb, Joshua 
Crumb, Lloyd 
Dahl, Ron & Judy 
Dalbotten, Robert & Tammy 
Daniels, Bruce 
Davis, Dan & Sandy 
Davis, Jack & Mitzi 
Dazbog Coffee 
DeBerry, Hal & Jenny 
Degregorio, Mark 
Dellenbach Motors 
Dellenbach, Mary 
Dellenbach, Sharon 
DeSuza, Frank & Fedosia 
Diederich, Tom & Lisa 
Diefenderfer, Daniel & Nancy 
Dion, Joseph & Marilyn 
Doherty, Paul & Kate Huyvaert 
Dow, Steven 
Downing, Shane & Teri Tracy 
Downing, Shane & Teri Tracy 
Dreves, John & Reuel 
Duffy, Paul 
Dukart, Lane & Susan 
Dukart, Susan 
Eby, Liz 
Edwards, Helen 
Ehasz, Sheila 
Ehrman, Joe 
Elkins, Jay & Rebecca 

Elliott, Elizabeth 
Elliott, Joe 
Ellmann, Jerry & Patti 
Elsner, Jeff & Carol 
Embrey, William & Elaine 
England, Richard & Karen 
Erickson, Ward 
Estrada, Mark & Ingrid 
Ewing, Rex & Lavonne 
Fackler, Glen & Carol 
Fagan, Sean & Laura 
Fecteau, Tim & Betsy 
Fialko, John & Linda 
Figi, Randall & Marlise 
Finley, Brian & Holly 
Fisher, Carl & Holly Randell 
Fitzpatrick, Jonathan & Mollie 
Fort Collins Cycle Club 
Foster-Eagan, Tammie & Matthew  
Frank, Gary 
Franklin, Ed & Laurie 
Fromme, Diane 
Garner, Donald & Patricia 
Gates, Michelle 
Gebo, Michael & Paula 
Gerhard, J & C 
Gesick-Pappas, Terri 
Gilbert, John & Karen 
Gilliland, Gary & Charline 
Goedl, Ray & Phyllis 
Gordon, Claus & R. Ruppert 
Gordon, William & June 
Gore, Michael & Petra 
Gorpf & Tonia Bouska 
Goscha, Rory & Cathy 
Grady, Barry 
Grady, Jack & Mary 
Graves, Sherry 
Gray, Charles & Caroline 
Gray, Jim & Marcy 
Greenfeder, Eric & Kathleen 
Grenard, Liz 
Guli, Mike & Sharon 
Guyton, James 
Hager, Jack & Linda 
Hamilton, Diana 
Hamilton, Scott & Patty 
Hammond, Alan & Jean 
Hammond, Thomas 
Hansen, Michael & Janet 
Hanson, Chuck & Sheryl 
Harr, Tom Jr. & Bonnie 
Havis, Robert 
Henchenski, Robert & Gail 
Hendrickson, Nancy 
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Hernandez Price, Linda M. 
Herrera, David & Lisa 
Herrera, Rachel 
Hill, Leona 
Hochbein, Bill & June 
Holtzer, Thomas & Irene 
Hood, Brandon & Jennifer 
Horner, Jim & Cindy 
Houska, Dennis & Noreen 
Hueser, Joseph & Kay 
Hughes, Elizabeth & Jim Gallegoes 
Huxley, Patrice 
Huyvaert, Kathryn 
Huzieff, Julia 
Jackson, Tim & Juana 
Jacobson, Cecilia 
Jacobson, Merv 
Janssen, Wendell & Debbie 
Johnson, Cy S. 
Johnson, Darrell 
Johnson, Jeff & Sarah 
Johnson, LaRue & Mary 
Jones, David & Lorinda 
Jones, Terry & Judy 
Jordan, Rick & Vicky 
Kainu, Anne 
Kefalas, John 
Keirns, Don & Wanda 
Kendall, Lon & Kathy 
Kessler, Phillip & Deborah 
Kindsfather, Robert & Ollie 
Klein, Jerry & Kori 
Knab, Tom & Lynda 
Knoedler, Louise 
Koechley, Pete & Linda Dellmar 
Kooser, John 
Koturov, Marisue & Daneil 
Kramer, Dan & Donna 
Kravec, Ted & Sherri 
Lah, DFan 
Lamfers, Jeffery & Rhea 
Laux, John & Jenny 
Lecocq, Scott 
Lemert, Gary & Martha 
Kendall, Lon & Kathleen 
Leslie, Jan 
Levandoski, Greg 
Levick, William & Joan 
Lidmila, Michael & Melody 
Ligon, Thomas & Linda 
Lindsay Ron 
Lloyd, Alan & Barbara 
Loar, Alison 
Lockwood, Amy 

Lockwood, Joyce 
Louenroth, Bill & Ingrid Burke 
Lough, Jack & Kathleen 
Loveland Ready-Mix Concrete Inc 
Lund, Richard & Elenore 
Lyn, Marsha 
Lynam, Ronald & Julie 
Madole, Alaynna 
Magruder, Andrew 
Maher, Mike 
Martinson, Gary & Susan 
Masone, Joseph & Maria 
Mattison, Harold & Linda 
Mattor, Bill & Kathie 
Mawhiney, Helen 
Maxwell, Russell & Mae 
May, Steve & Joy 
McCracken, Charles & Gloria 
McCracken, Mark & D. McCarthy 
McDonald, Mark & D. Falkenburg 
McElwaine, Bill & Patty 
Mead, Edward & Lynn Clark 
Meredith, William 
Merme, Gil 
Meyers, Cynthia 
Michel, Brian & Erica 
Miller, CW & Carol 
Miller, Michael & Paula 
Miller, Norm & Joan 
Miller, Ted & Darla 
Milliger, Mitch & Judie 
Minch, Peggy Sue 
Minick, Jerry & Shannon 
Mitchell, Barbara 
Mohr, Tom & Pam 
Monesson, Larry & Barbara 
Moreno, Jack 
Moreshead, Cody & Krista 
Morgan, Bryan & Axson 
Mounts, Russell & Jeannie 
Mr. Greenjean’s Landscape Serv. 
Muirhead, Larry & Sharon 
Mutcher, Dennis & Joyce 
Myers, Doug 
Neal, Frank & Sharon 
Neergaard, Kenneth & Marian 
Newlin, Dennis 
Siegel, HJ & Janet 
Neil, George & Joni 
Nelson, Marvin & Patricia 
Nelson, Rob & Lisa 
Nett, Terry & Terry 
Neumon, Viva 
Newlin, Dennis 

Newman, Paul & N. McElroy 
Norman, Scott & Kathleen 
Norris, Robert & Pamela Gilles 
O’Connor, Mechael 
O’Leary, Maura 
Oakley, William & Jane 
Oesterle, Max & Pamela 
Oline, William & Marilyn 
Oppenlander, John & D. Richmond 
Paris, Leslie 
Paul, Eldor & Phyllis 
Pender, Joe & Christina 
Perry, Marty & Terry 
Perry, Phyllis 
Peterson, Joel 
Peterson, Leslie & Gelene 
Phelps, Shannon & Molly McClean 
Pickett, Jennifer & L. Maestas 
Pietruszewski, Bob & A. Fleming 
Piltz, Jim 
Pine Acres Road Assoc. 
Pinkert, Jeff & Lisa 
Porenski, John & Lauren 
Potter Jere & Jane 
Powers, Barbara 
Powers, Cathleen 
Prieve, Laura 
Rathbun, E.B. 
Ratliff, Willie 
Rehder, Jennifer & B. Corbitt 
Reilly, Randall & Sandra 
Reinhardt, Jerry 
Rhodes, David & Joanne 
Rist, Marvin 
Rittenhouse, Brian & Nicole 
Robichaud, Barbara 
Rommel, Kurt & Marga 
Rosander, George & Patricia 
Rosenberg, Walt & Paula 
Ruder Ernst  
Rust, John & Debra 
Rutt, Wes & Nicki 
Ryan, Marie-Laure 
Salaz, Karen 
Salisbury, John & Susan 
Saunders, Howard & Jean 
Schaal, Herb & Cindy Lechner 
Schettler, Dick & Dixie 
Schiffbauer, Chris & Michelle 
Schipper, Bill & Linda 
Schleber, Hank & Lori 
Schleppy, Raymond & Wendy 
Schmid, Jan & Therese 
Schneider, Robert & Joan 

2020 Annual Drive - Budget $80,669 - Donations YTD $116,744
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Thanks to everyone! Your support is especially important during this trying 
time. If we missed you, please call 970/419-0397.

Scholz, Ernst & Sarah 
Scott, Terry & Jean 
Shaffer, David & Mary 
Shandley, Jack & Renee 
Shenk, Tanya 
Shenk-Brien, Tracey 
Sheriff, Nancy 
Shetler, Terry & Bonnie 
Shigekane, David 
Shriver, Dana 
Shulman, Steven & Deborah 
Siebert, Loren & Valerie 
Siegel, HJ & Janet 
Siegmund, John 
Skelton, Joe & Dee 
Smethurst, Ruby 
Smith, Kenneth & Suzanne 
Smith, Marilyn 
Smith, Pam & N. Davelis 
Smith, Steven & Anne 
Smith, Tracy & Terry Hribal 
Snyder, Dale & Marilyn 
Sommars, Timothy 
Standring, Carolyn 
Stanley, Randall & Carolyn 

Starkweather, Mary 
Staubs, James & Peggy 
Stephens, Jon & Susanne 
Stepp, Richard & Janice 
Stove Prairie Comm. Church 
Stowe, Kathryn 
Stratman, Thomas & Charlene 
Stratman, Tim & Jennifer 
Striegel, Randy & Sally 
Sullivan, Patricia & Erin Lange 
Swenson, Charles & Elizabeth 
Swenson, Dennis 
Talarico, Ronald & Nanette 
Taylor, Leisa 
Thielen, Robert 
Thomas, David & Pamela 
Tisserat, Ned & Jan Leach 
Tisthammer, Thomas & Bridget 
Tjornehoj, Dave & Diana 
Toplyn, Ron & Cathy 
Trexler, Lee & Leslie 
Tri-Life Properties LLC 
Turner, Anthony 
Tysinger, Greg & Susan Floyd 
Vannorsdel, Dick & Carol 

Versch, Francis 
Vickery, Harold & Diane 
Wegner, Monte & Debbie 
Weiler, Richard & Patricia 
Weixelman, Gary 
Welch, Jarrett & Shalisa 
Wensman, Patrick 
White, Phil & Christie 
White, Tom & Mary 
Wild Art, Ltd. 
Willauer, David & Diane 
Williams, James & Patti 
Williams, Todd & Amy 
Wilson, Thomas 
Wolf, Jeff & Donna 
Wolters, Bill & Phyllis 
Wood, Chuck & Kathleen 
Wood, Clint & Stacy Brostoski 
Workman, Kim 
Wright, David & Jennifer 
Yarberry, Jeff & Michele 
Yoder, Ken 
Zipse, Joy 

2020 Annual Drive - Budget $80,669 - Donations YTD $116,744

Daylight Savings Time starts at 2 AM on Sunday, March 14th. Set your clocks 
forward one hour, and check the batteries in your smoke and CO2 Alarms.  

(We don’t recommend letting the cat do it.)



2021 RCVFD Board of Directors — RCVFDboard@rcvfd.org 

President  Jeff Yarberry  213-9001 president@rcvfd.org  
Vice President H.J. Siegel   416-9062 vicepresident@rcvfd.org 
2nd VP, Chief Jeff Elsner   224-2773 chief@rcvfd.org 
Treasurer  Richard Lund  419-0397 treasurer@rcvfd.org 
Asst. Treasurer Steve Denlinger  221-2192 assistanttreasurer@rcvfd.org 
Secretary  Leisa Taylor   493-1236 secretary@rcvfd.org 
Ristwatch Editor Bridget Tisthammer 484-6724 ristwatch@rcvfd.org 

RCVFD Area Representatives 

Lower Buckhorn Raina Clingan  691-1893 
Upper Buckhorn Position open  
Davis Ranch  Carolyn Stanley  221-2024 
Rist Canyon  Idris Hamid   482-4905 
Stove Prairie Tim Stratman  484-2821 
Stratton Park Louise Creager  217-6843 
Whale Rock  Brian Finley   692-1777 

To add, remove or correct 
your mailing address, 

please call Richard Lund at 
(970) 419-0397 or email 
treasurer@rcvfd.org.

Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department  
P. O. Box 2 
Bellvue, CO  80512 
www.rcvfd.org 
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