
Rist Canyon VOLUNTEER 
Fire Department.
We are in the holiday season of another 
successful year for RCVFD. Thousands of hours 
of volunteer time have made this possible.  
From the fire and medical responders, the 
officers of the department, the board of 
directors, the Book Bees, the Friends of the 
Festival and everyone who maintains 
equipment and stocks.  But none of that can 
happen without those who volunteer their 
hard-earned money to keep our budget in the 
black.

This year we have a special need for a new 
Grants Committee Chair.  Our previous chair, 
Jocelyn Wolf, did a fantastic job and, with the 
help of the Grants Committee members, was 
able to land hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
grants. These grants are often for specific 
things, like SCBA (self-contained breathing 
apparatus) equipment for firefighters, infrared 
cameras to detect hot spots, and similar 
equipment.  Jocelyn did a fantastic job of 

organizing the Grants Committee, so you will 
be taking over a well-established group and 
operation. Elsewhere in this newsletter you will 
find a detailed list of what this job entails.  
Please consider taking on this vital role for 
RCVFD.

We are looking forward to 2026 knowing that 
this community faithfully supports RCVFD. 
Last year we were able to purchase and equip a 
replacement tanker engine. In the last few 
months, this new vehicle has been vital in 
responding to a structure fire in the Buckhorn 
area and an unauthorized bonfire in the Davis 
Ranch area.  Please help us keep these upgrades 
coming so that we can protect you and your 
property when the time comes. 

Neil Faber 
President - 2026 
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Greetings from Chief Neuroth

Hi RCVFD Community,

2025 has been a year of growth for our 
department, not just in numbers but in a 
technical aspect such as training, experience, 
and community involvement. 

Our roster of Firefighters stands at 40 at the 
end of the year. We have four (4) new EMT’s 
(Emergency Medical Technicians) and one (1) 
new EMR (Emergency Medical Responder). We 
have another class starting this month with 
four responders studying to become EMR’s 
a n d o n e t o b e c o m e a n E M T. Wi t h 
approximately 75-80% of our calls being 
medical, this will enhance our medical 
response during all times of the day. 

We have a professional firefighter from PFA 
conducting our fire training. This gives us a 
higher degree of knowledge and experience for 
our firefighters. We will continue to train for 
wildland fires and be prepared year-round. By 
the time this Ristwatch edition comes out we 
may still have dry conditions. We retired one of 
our tenders (large water capacity engines) for a 
newer truck that will carry 1,250 gallons of 
water. 

The Mountain Festival was a huge success, 
bringing together many aspects of our great 
community, Firefighters, Festival volunteers, 
Craftsman, Bakers, Sponsors, and many others 
who contribute their time and money. We had 
one structure fire this year that may have been 
caused by a chimney fire. We were able to keep 
the fire from turning into a wildland incident, 
but sadly, the home was a total loss. 

We recommend that people have an annual 
chimney inspection. We give out  a free 

Chimfex fire extinguisher to anyone that asks. 
Please contact anyone on the department and 
we will get them to you. 

Thank you, Community; together we will 
continue to make RCVFD better. 

. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mark Neuroth, Chief 

Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department 
P.O. Box 2, Bellvue, CO 80512 

chief@rcvfd.org 

Chief’s Report

mailto:chief@rcvfd.org
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Please mark your calendars for next year’s Annual RCVFD Mountain Festival: Saturday, September 
12, 2026. The Festivals raise funds for the Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department, about $30,000 last 
year. It was an enjoyable day with about 3,500 happy attendees. 

Here are some good and fun ways you can please join in to help the Festival and the RCVFD. 

Bake Sale: Community bakers! Please start setting aside all those new, favorite baked goods recipes 
in preparation for the 2026 Bake Sale.  Let's make this year the best one yet! Any questions - email 
Darcy Budge at [darcy_arlene@hotmail.com].

Book Sale: We collect books, DVDs, CDs, puzzles, games, and vinyl albums all year long for the 
Mountain Festival.  This winter, please review your collections and consider donating some of your 
items to benefit the RCVFD. Drop off boxes are in front of RCVFD Station #1 (located at 11835 Rist 
Canyon Road) and on the front porch of the Pleasant Valley Church of Christ near the Bellvue Post 
Office.  If you have a large donation, we can pick it up. Please call, text, or email Patti Clutter at 
858-248-6328 or [clutterp28@gmail.com].

Food Trucks: The Mountain Festival is growing in attendance, and with that, we need to grow our 
food truck services. With that in mind, we plan to add four or five new food options to the lineup. 
We also want to add a co-chair to this committee who can help with finding new vendors and 
overall management of the activity. For more information about selling or being a co-chair, please 
contact Bridget Tisthammer [bridgetht@me.com].

Mountain Vehicle Show: If you have a classic car or an off-road crawler with stories to share, please 
consider exhibiting in our Mountain Vehicle Show. There will be multiple categories of prizes 
awarded. If you're interested in entering a vehicle or helping with the organization, please reach out 
to Josef Dvorak, at 970-631-4789 or [Vehicle_Show@DvorakHome.com].

***Parking***: We desperately need a pair of Parking Co-chairs for the responsibility of general 
parking at the RCVFD Mountain Festival. Our prior chair, who has done this of many years, is 
retiring from this position and is ready, willing, and able to train a pair of Co-chairs to takeover for 
him. We have a set of written guidelines, in addition to verbal advice, to ease learning the job. The 
Co-chairs will need a team of people to rotate on and off all day, with typically about five people at 
any time. The current Festival leadership team can assist you with recruiting these folks. Please 
contact H.J. Siegel with questions, [HJ@computer.org].
 

Plant Sale: Time to get your green thumb on and start your transplants now for sale at the plant 
booth at the RCVFD Festival on September 12th. All sizes and species are welcome. Bring your 
beautiful starts to the Plant Booth on the morning of the Festival. All plant sale proceeds support our 
Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department. For any questions, please contact the Plant Sale chairs Dean 
Yoder [aoee1987@msn.com] or Roger Dev [devroger@yahoo.com].

continued on page 4

Letter from the Vice President

mailto:darcy_arlene@hotmail.com
mailto:clutterp28@gmail.com
mailto:bridgetht@me.com
mailto:Vehicle_Show@DvorakHome.com
mailto:HJ@computer.org
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Continued from page 3
Silent Auction: We always welcome help with soliciting and donations. You can help by soliciting 
items from businesses you visit or by donating products and services that we can include in this 
large, eclectic Silent Auction. We sell gift cards, camping gear, gadgets, tools, tours, classes, jewelry, 
antiques, art — everything! If you’d buy it, we’ll sell it!  If you will consider helping, please call or 
text Janet Siegel at 970-231-7877 or email SilentAuction@RCVFD.org.

Sponsorships: Festival sponsorships may become a more important support for the RCVFD this 
year as grants are likely to be less available. Please contact your employer and companies you 
interact with to provide sponsoring. If you would like James, the sponsorships chair, to go with you 
or supply sponsorship forms, please contact James Clutter at clutterj11@gmail.com or 970-657-5254.

Thanks! We look forward to your help!

H. J. Siegel 
Mountain Festival Coordinator 

RCVFD Board of Directors Vice President 
HJ@computer.org

RCVFD Monthly Meeting Schedule 

Operations —1st Wednesdays (6-7 PM)

Fire Training—2nd Wednesdays (7-9:30 PM)

Board Meeting—3rd Wednesdays (6-8 PM)

Medical Training—4th Wednesdays (7-9 PM)

Ops, Fire, and Medical Trainings are at Firehouse #1 at 11835 Rist Canyon Road. Board 
meetings are held at Firehouse #1, or on Zoom if necessary.  All Rist Canyon area residents 
are welcome to attend. Around the first of each month, RCVFD sends out a Community Alert 
with the deadline to request a copy of the agenda. If you would like to receive the agenda, 
please email your name, email address, and phone number to the RCVFD Board Secretary at 
secretary@rcvfd.org.  Please note that the agenda will arrive one to two days before the 
scheduled meeting. To sign up for Community Alerts, visit RCVFD.org.

mailto:SilentAuction@RCVFD.org
mailto:HJ@computer.org
mailto:secretary@rcvfd.org
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Volunteer Opportunity: Grants Committee Chair

The Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department is seeking a new Grants Committee Chair to help 
continue an important and successful program that directly supports our firefighters and 
community.

Over the past three years, the RCVFD Grants Committee has secured approximately $200,000 in 
grant funding and donated equipment. These funds have helped provide updated firefighter safety 
gear, thermal imaging cameras, an extrication tool, and resources for our wildfire mitigation 
assessment program, among many other critical needs. This work has had a tangible impact on 
firefighter safety, operational capability, and community preparedness.

The Grants Committee Chair plays a coordinating and leadership role, helping identify 
opportunities and guiding applications from start to finish. This is a volunteer position, but one 
with meaningful outcomes and strong institutional support.

Key responsibilities include:
• Identifying grant opportunities and contacting program managers when clarification is needed.
• Working with the Fire Chief and officers to identify needs that may be addressed through grants.
• Coordinating with the Grants Committee to prepare and submit applications by deadline.
• Sending thank-you letters and required follow-up reports to granting agencies.
• Working with the Treasurer and Operations to order awarded equipment.
• Meeting with the Grants Committee every 1–2 months.
• Submitting a brief monthly summary of grant activity to the RCVFD Board.

To support a smooth transition, the committee has three years of past grant applications and 
materials available as references. In addition, the previous Grants Committee Chair has volunteered 
to mentor and train the new Chair, providing guidance on all aspects of the role.

This position is well-suited for someone who is organized, communicative, and interested in 
supporting emergency services through behind-the-scenes work. Prior grant-writing experience is 
helpful but not required. Curiosity, reliability, and a willingness to learn go a long way.

If you are interested in contributing to the safety and resilience of Rist Canyon in a concrete and 
lasting way, please consider stepping into this role. For more information or to express interest, 
contact the RCVFD Board or Fire Chief.

Your time and skills can make a real difference.
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Help Build a Resilient Rist Canyon

Wildfire Partner Program  
Now Accepting Assessment Requests 

RCVFD now has trained Wildfire Partner Program (WPP) Ambassadors ready to offer 
voluntary home assessments designed to help you identify and prioritize practical projects 
that can improve the chances of your home withstanding a wildfire. 

These assessments are free, confidential, actionable, and focused on clear, achievable steps 
you can take at your own pace.

To learn more or to request a Wildfire Home Ignition Zone Assessment for your home, 
please visit our website at:

rcvfd.org/emergency-preparedness/home-assessments

Working together, we can strengthen our community’s readiness and help keep Rist Canyon 
safer and more resilient in the face of wildfire.
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Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) Update 
The original 2010 CWPP (Community Wildfire Protection Plan) is now outdated, so a core team—
representing RCVFD, Larimer County Emergency Services, Colorado State Forest Service, and the 
US Forest Service—has begun the process of revising and updating the plan. Community 
involvement will be a central part of this effort. In early 2026, residents, road associations, and other 
interested stakeholders will be invited to share their input. Please watch for outreach opportunities 
as we hope to hear from as many community members as possible. 

What is a CWPP and why does it matter? 

A CWPP identifies local wildfire risks and outlines a prioritized set of actions our community can 
take to reduce those risks. It is designed for a broad audience, offering guidance for property 
owners, providing essential information to emergency responders, and serving as a key document 
that helps both the RCVFD and residents qualify for wildfire mitigation grants. To learn more about 
CWPPs and view plans from nearby communities, visit: [https://csfs.colostate.edu/wildfire-mitigation/
community-wildfire-protection-plans]

Questions? Contact the RCVFD CWPP Team:  cwpp@rcvfd.org 

Bridgette (Wolf) Gruenstein
Cell / Text/ Email
(970) 690-0958

bgs1953Willys@gmail.com
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Structure Fires — What Can You Do, What Can RCVFD Do?
Wintertime tends to be the season where we get more structure fires. What can you do to help 
reduce the chance of a structure fire happening in your home – and how can you help improve the 
odds of your home surviving if one happens?

First, let’s discuss the capabilities of the RCVFD in the context of structure fires. We are a volunteer 
fire department – so when a page goes off, responders jump out of bed, leave their work, run out on 
dinner,…. Then we rush to get suited up, head to a station and get a fire truck and respond to the 
call – which may still be a long way off. As a result, we obviously don’t have four-minute response 
time like folks in town. The only way to improve response time is for more residents to join the 
department and build our network of responders.

We have no fire hydrants, so all the water we have to fight a fire is on our trucks, plus what we can 
draft from nearby ponds. For a structure fire – unless it is caught very early – the less than 5,000 
gallons we have total on all our trucks is insufficient to extinguish the fire. Usually, we have to focus 
on just keeping the fire contained to the structure itself and not allow it to become a wildfire and 
spread to adjacent homes. Note that on all structure fires we get backed up by either Poudre Fire 
Authority of Loveland Fire Department (depending on where the fire is located) – they bring trucks 
with additional water, but even that won’t extinguish a house fire once it has gotten involved.

Structure fire smoke is very toxic and carcinogenic. To conduct a direct attack, SCBA (self-contained 
breathing apparatus) is required, which means there needs to be sufficient responders on scene to 
have two in/two out (for safety of the responders). RCVFD has employed this tactic on a handful of 
fires, but because of the time required to get that many responders on scene, the fire is usually too 
involved to use that tactic.

When we roll up on a structure fire, we are trained and equipped but we also know we have 
limitations on what we can do safely. So, what can you do? First, note that there is more info on the 
rcvfd.org webpage under “emergency preparedness”. 
• Fire prevention — try to prevent fires in the first place; clean your chimney regularly; dispose of 

your ashes in a steel can with a lid.
• Early warning — catch it early; smoke detectors (test them & change batteries regularly)
• Tools for small fires — Chimfex (chimney fire extinguishers) - RCVFD gives them away for free. 

Put the Chimfex near your stove (where you can find it quickly). Know the signs of a chimney fire 
and know how to use your Chimfex to help quench the fire. Fire extinguisher – mount one next 
to every exit door so you can attempt to put out the fire and then exit if necessary. Check the dates 
on the ones you have; make sure they will work when you need them. Metal or glass lids to 
cover the top of any pan that might catch fire. Never throw water on a grease fire!

Finally – even if it is a small fire and you think you have it out, call 911. We can come and check that 
the fire didn’t extend to other parts of your home (for example, we have thermal imaging cameras 
so can see if there is fire behind a wall). There is never a fee for a fire call and it is better to be safe 
than sorry. We all need to take responsibility to prevent fires and help us keep our community safe.
 

Carol Dollard – Assistant Chief RCVFD
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www.pvrea.coop

At Poudre Valley REA, your membership means more than just electricity.

It’s about delivering real value — through savings, dependable power, service 
that puts you first, and a commitment to the communities we call home.

Discover the difference your membership makes every day.

Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration
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Value of the Cooperative Business Model

There’s value in being part of a co-op instead of a municipality or investor-owned utility.

We were built by and for local people, so local priorities come first, 
community-led programs thrive, and surplus revenue is returned to you.

Find out what makes us different.

Value Beyond the Electric Meter

At Poudre Valley REA, we promise energy for your life and savings for your budget while empowering our community.

REBATES:  
Every member should take 
advantage of our robust 

rebate program! From outdoor 
power equipment to home heating 
and cooling, appliances, and more!

REWARDS:  
Earn bill credits through our 
smart thermostat and EV 

charging rewards programs, or 
enjoy local and national discounts while 
shopping with Co-op Connections.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY:  
We’re here to give you the tools, 
tips, and resources so you 

can use your energy smarter, 
more efficiently, and less expensively.

Explore what value beyond the electric meter means. Scan this code!

Lowest Rate in Colorado
O

Delivering Value
  That Matters

Value of Membership

AVERAGE PRICE PER KWH:  
RESIDENTIAL

PVREA provides the lowest residential 
electric rate in Colorado, saving the 
average residential member nearly $400 a 
year when compared to the state average.

PVREA RATES,  
LASTING VALUE

Over nearly a decade, the price 
you pay for electricity will have 
increased by only about 5%.

NATIONAL OUTAGE  
DURATIONS IN MINUTES

Our nationally ranked reliability 
metrics means shorter, less-
frequent service interruptions.

To learn more about the value of your membership, scan this code.
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Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department History
This article is the third in a series of installments reflecting on the history of the 

Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department, in honor of its 50th anniversary year. 

Catastrophic Events Forever Change Lives: 2011-2024 
National events had direct impacts on the Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department (RCVFD). An 
outgrowth of the 9/11 attacks required that RCVFD conform to national standard incident 
management systems for command and control. Existing areas required expanded training and new 
areas were added. These would include structural and wildland fire, basic life and medical 
emergency support, hazardous material, crash incidents, radio protocols, equipment and vehicle 
training, record keeping, and interagency cooperation. 

Unthinkable Forest Fires 
In 2003 the department was involved in producing a National Fire Department Association fire wise 
video. Fire in the Urban Interface "a plan to survive " is available online at https://youtu.be/
3bpB8WqiwX4?si=-LLlZm3MHa7Mg-94. The project was produced by Sean and Larry Monesson. 
Nearly a decade later the High Park Fire became an example of the urban interface conflict depicted 
in the video. 

It is hard to fathom a small volunteer fire department such as the RCVFD would be called upon to 
fight four catastrophic wildfires within its coverage boundaries within nine years. RCVFD 
emergency responders did just that fighting the four major named fire events in the department’s 
50-year history. Each of these took place between 2011-2020. They were the Crystal Fire in 2011, High 
Park Fire in 2012, Cameron Peak Fire in 2020, and the Lewstone Fire in 2020. In addition, the 
department was busy for weeks when the entire Rist Canyon area experienced catastrophic flooding 
in 2013.

Crystal Fire: April 3-6, 2011, a fire on Crystal Mountain burned 2,940 acres destroying 15 of our 
neighbor’s homes. This fire, which was human caused, started on Crystal Mountain southwest of 
the Buckhorn Canyon. The fire was nearly contained on initial attack, but was fanned by a sudden 
nighttime windstorm with winds reaching more than 70 miles per hour. The homes destroyed were 
caught up as the fire blew up in a matter of minutes. Because the wind struck in the middle of the 
night, it was a critical life-threatening situation. The Crystal Fire was the first major named fire in 
the RCVFD 30 plus year history.

High Park Fire: On June 9, 2012, a lightning strike fire in the Buckhorn Canyon became the wind 
driven inferno known as the High Park Fire. High Park burned for nearly three weeks and 
eventually claimed 87,284 acres, destroyed 259 homes and countless other buildings, and tragically 
took one life. Working alongside more than 2,000 firefighters from across the country, 30 RCVFD 
firefighters put in nearly 5,000 volunteer hours to help contain the fire. Residents of the area were 
evacuated for weeks – finally returning home on June 28th. The fire destroyed approximately one-
fourth of the homes in our community. Years later, our community is still recovering – showing a 
determination and effort that is truly amazing. 

text continued on page 17 
relevant photos on adjacent page (page 11)

https://youtu.be/3bpB8WqiwX4?si=-LLlZm3MHa7Mg-94
https://youtu.be/3bpB8WqiwX4?si=-LLlZm3MHa7Mg-94
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Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department History

RCVFD emergency responders pay tribute 
to 9/11 responders and victims.  2011 Crystal Fire

High Park Fire June 12, 2012. The first  
 hours as the fire crossed Stove Prairie 

racing toward Ford Hill.  

These are some of the RCVFD emergency responders who worked the High Park Fire. This 
photo was taken ~10 days into the fire. Most of the responders had not slept more than a 
few hours a night (if at all). At the time of this photo, at least seven had already lost their 

homes in the fire, yet they were there with the rest of their team working the blaze.
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Notes from Your Area Representatives

On 12/12, a post was made to invite people 
to a bonfire at 7 PM. If you don’t remember, 
the wind had been blowing all week with 
high wind warnings. They said in the post to 
respect property and pick up after 
yourself. 911 was called. A neighbor told me 
the fire was 32’ long and 20’ wide. As dry as 
it has been, this whole area could have been 
burnt. The fire department showed up a 
short time after the call and put the fire out. 
Some of the fire fighters stayed on the scene 
to make sure the fire did not flare back up. 
They were burning 16” logs in this pile. The 
person who did this received a citation from 
the sheriff’s department. The land owner 
hired them to clean up the property but did 
not tell them to do the bonfire. There was no 
burn permit issued and the ground was 
bare. There is to be 3” to 4” of snow on the 
ground before even thinking about burning.

We appreciate the fire department’s quick 
response.  If not for them, we would not be 
able to enjoy the Christmas tree lights on 
Whale Rock. .

Carolyn Stanley — Davis Ranch

Is it winter yet? With the unseasonably warm 
weather and lack of snow, it certainly doesn’t 
feel like it. We were able to get up before 
Thanksgiving to harvest our holiday trees—
without snowshoes or drifts in sight! This year 
I volunteered with the U.S. Forest Service, 
helping with Christmas tree patrol in our area, 
and it was wonderful to see so many families 
out with permits, searching for the perfect tree.

Winter is typically a quieter season in the 
canyon, with lighter traffic and seasonal 
closures now in place. Side trails are closed, as 
well as Moody Hill and Pennock Pass. Keep an 
eye out for moose and elk during this time of 
year, as they tend to linger in the area and will 
soon begin shedding their antlers.

Road conditions can change quickly as winter 
weather rolls in, but for now, the roads remain 
clear and safe for travel. 

 Erica Michel — Upper Buckhorn

Photo credit: Carolyn Stanley

Photo credit: Erica Michel
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Notes from Your Area Representatives, cont’d from pg 12

Lower Buckhorn residences. It has overall been an extremely dry and warm fall this year. On 
several occasions there have been full days that brought huge winds to our area. Also, there have 
been many notices put out by the National Weather Service and NOAA. Our own property has 
experienced damaged gable end flashing being ripped from the fasteners that held it to our roof. 
Most likely these patterns in our weather have been caused by the very warm weather we’ve 
experienced. The high and low pressure systems that are exhibited across North America are the 
principle cause for these terrific winds. As I understand it, higher pressure areas a are drawn to 
the lower pressure zones. What exacerbates this are the numerous wildfires that we’ve had over 
the last two decades. Our ridge tops that were once covered with trees are practically barren now 
so there is little to stop the winds or slow them down.

Sadly, in November we had a structure fire just to the South of Ohana Ranch. Fortunately, our fire  
department stopped the fire at the house so that it didn’t spread to a wildfire. A cause has not 
been published for the fire and the structure was a total loss. This should encourage us all to make 
safety checks of our own properties on an annual basis and to complete safety maintenance. 
I wish each of you a very happy New Year. .

Dean Yoder — Lower Buckhorn

Snow - Snow - Snow - Where did you Go???  As I write this, it is Christmas Eve and not a flake of 
snow to be found. If you've been diligent last fall and cut down trees,  especially  after 
the crazy winds we had, please be sure to have your Larimer County Permit. You can get one free 
at our web site  -  https://rcvfd.org/community-information/slash-burning.  Also, at least the 
required minimum 3-4 inches of snow (I personally prefer at least 6".)   You will find all the 
information you need to safely burn your piles as well as who to contact on the day you plan to 
burn.  

As the cold days come and go, if you are waiting for after the New Year to go on a Snow Bird 
Holiday, here are a few things to think about to safely prepare your home before you leave in the 
cold days ahead: Turn off your water at the main breaker. This will ensure if there are any broken 
pipes upon your return that you won't find a swimming pool in your house. Never turn your heat 
off! Always leave your thermostat to the recommended 50-55 Degrees. If you know it will be very 
cold while you are gone, the suggested temperature is 60°. In addition, open the cupboards under 
your sink to add a little extra warmth there from the home's ambient temperature. Make sure your 
propane tanks are full. For a little extra safety, add timers to a few lights in the house, have one 
start and stop at a certain time, and one or two others to give the home that lived-in look. Unplug 
unnecessary appliances, such as toasters, televisions, and coffee makers. And above all - Have a 
Great Time! 

Louise Creager — Stratton Park

https://rcvfd.org/community-information/slash-burning
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AVERY _________ 
E L E C T R I C  I N C

IN NEED OF ELECTRICAL SERVICES? 
WE ARE YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR  

SERVING RIST CANYON, BUCKHORN CANYON, 
POUDRE CANYON, AND THE FRONT RANGE 

970.493.3027 
www.averyelectricinc.com 

ERNST SCHOLZ OWNER/MASTER ELECTRICIAN

Wishing all in our community a…

Debbie Benson — Rist Canyon

Notes from Your Area Representatives, cont’d from pg 14
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Residential Propane Delivery Service 
• Yearly Propane Contracts    Contact us today for details: 
• Budge Billing Options    (970)221-5300  
• Call In Service                                       225 NW Frontage Road 
• Tank Leasing                                          Fort Collins, CO 80524 

 

Sales and Service for Stihl and Husqvarna Power Equipment 

 

 
Poudre Valley Coop 

225 NW Frontage Rd, Ft. Collins, CO 80524 
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Here’s My Card

HighAltitudeHoney.com
(970) 577-6001

HighAltitudeHoney8500
@gmail.com

Worship Service every Sunday at 10 AM 
at Sky Corral Ranch—970/682-7311 

Everyone welcome!

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894M-A
> edwardjones.com

Mike Boyles 
Financial Advisor
St Michaels Town Square 
6560 29th St Unit 106 
Greeley, CO 80634 
970-330-6771

From Your RCVFD 

Address Signs & Chimfex 
Address signs help your fire fighters find you 

FASTER when you call. Be prepared for a 
chimney fire. Ignite and place into a closed 

firebox to extinguish a chimney fire in seconds. 
To order, email officers@rcvfd.org or your Area 
Representative or call Louise at 970/217-6843.

RCVFD 50th Anniversary History, continued from page 11 
The High Park fire was at that time the third largest fire in state history. It was one of the milestone 
events triggering Colorado to invest in advanced fire technology. Colorado now leads the nation in this 
regard. Now retired RCVFD Chief Robert Gann continues to participate in advanced technology for 
public safety as the Deputy Director for Research and Science at the Colorado Center of Excellence for 
Advanced Technology Ariel Fire Fighting.

After High Park, RCVFD then Chief Gann was awarded the first ever Wildland Safety Exemplary 
Service Award by the National Fire Protection Association.

September 2013 Floods: In September 2013, the Colorado Front Range experienced an extended upslope 
storm that dumped 14.6 inches of rain over the course of several days at RCVFD Station 1 and even 
higher totals further south. This storm caused a 500- to 1,000-year flood event that destroyed roads and 
properties up and down the Colorado Front Range. There were lives lost in Boulder County, but 
fortunately none in Larimer County. Because of the devastation from the High Park fire the previous 
year, the rain caused mudslides that damaged many homes and closed the roads in the canyon multiple 
times. Of the three roads serving the Rist Canyon area, only Rist Canyon Road survived and it was 
severely damaged. County Road 44H from the mouth of the Buckhorn Canyon to Masonville was closed 
for more than a year.

continued on page 18

mailto:officers@rcvfd.org


18

RCVFD 50th Anniversary History, continued
continued from page 17
Cameron Peak Fire: On Aug. 13, 2020, this fire started in the Cameron Peak campground in the 
Poudre Canyon – 30 miles from RCVFD territory. However, it proved to be a difficult fire to contain 
during hot, dry, windy weather. RCVFD worked with homeowners to try and prepare for the 
potential of the fire entering our area. Residents of the area were evacuated on three separate 
occasions during this fire as wind drove the fire south and east. Unfortunately, on October 13, high 
winds pushed the fire into the Buckhorn Canyon and Crystal Mountain area destroying dozens of 
our neighbor’s homes. The fire continued to burn for months and was not officially contained until 
Dec. 2, 2020. This fire is the largest fire in Colorado history at 208,663 acres.

Lewstone Fire: The fire burned 165 acres from Aug. 22-25, 2020. During the Cameron Peak Fire, a 
slurry bomber pilot heading to Fort Collins for refueling, noted a smoke plume in the Lewstone 
Creek drainage on the ridge at the eastern edge of Rist Canyon. Resources were quickly diverted to 
contain and eventually extinguish the fire. Many Rist Canyon residents were evacuated, but the 
quick discovery and containment of the fire resulted in no homes lost. 

In the Interim 
Beyond fighting fires, the business of operating a volunteer fire department and responding to day-
to-day calls needed to be handled. 

In April 2014 RCVFD transitioned from its 504 nonprofit corporation designation to become a 501c3 
nonprofit organization to make it easier for corporate sponsors to donate and to improve eligibility 
for some grants. The advantage of this change was immediate and significant. As a result of the 
High Park Fire, RCVFD received significant donations. The department chose to invest that money 
into rebuilding Station 1 to accommodate the growing needs of the department and community. The 
old station was demolished, and the new station was built in the summer of 2013. It included five 
larger bays to better fit the trucks and gear. A second floor was also added that included a large 
training room and office/storage space. 

Volunteers played a key role in the building project. The photo on page 19 (right) shows a group of 
hardy individuals braved the cold to build the exterior deck to the upstairs entrance to Station 1 on 
March 2, 2014. This was the last step toward finalizing the building project.  Not pictured is 
photographer Carol Dollard.

The original Station 4 (Whale Rock), which was burned in the High Park Fire, was replaced in 2014. 
The Rocky Mountain Masonry Institute, and a group of contractors, designers and builders helped 
to rebuild Station 4. An even more significant investment in time and effort came from RCVFD 
volunteers. The concrete block building was rebuilt with two bays and a water cistern inside the 
station.

The Rist Canyon Mountain Festival experienced another evolutionary change in 2018. HJ Siegel, 
mentored by long-time volunteer Richard Lund, formed the Friends of the Festival. The group has 
met monthly through the years organizing the community event. The festival provides free live 
music presented on-stage in front of a large covered viewing tent, firefighter demonstrations, kid’s

continued on  page 20
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RCVFD 50th Anniversary History, photo gallery

RCVFD emergency responders assess 
damage near the intersection of 

Buckhorn Road and Ohana Way, one 
of the many areas where the flood 

waters destroyed roadways.

New Station 1

The inferno known as Cameron Peak 
Fire burned for months.

The hardy individuals who braved the cold to build the exterior 
deck to the upstairs entrance to Station 1 on March 2, 2014.

The Rocky Mountain Masonry Institute, and a group 
of contractors, designers and builders helped to 
rebuild Station 4. An even more significant investment 
in time and effort came from RCVFD volunteers. The 
concrete block building was rebuilt with two bays and 
a water cistern inside the station. 
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RCVFD 50th Anniversary History, continued
continued from page 18
activity area, nonprofit booths, car show, tractor shuttle to and from the parking lot, and the ever 
popular-free ice cream combine to create a festive atmosphere. The festival also features used books, 
plants, baked goods, and t-shirt sales; a firefighter dunk tank; and food trucks. The annual event 
serves three important goals. It raises funds for the fire department and brings the community 
together working toward a shared purpose. Nonresident attendees are also shown that these scenic 
mountain areas are communities where people live and work.  

Updating and Expanding Resources 
As the number and severity of emergency situations rose annually through this period, the needs of 
the department also grew. Providing responders with proper safety gear and equipment was always 
crucial so as advanced technologies became more available in these areas providing better 
protection and tools for responders was critical. Acquiring and maintaining equipment capable of 
navigating rough terrain is much different than in urban areas. As wildland equipment improved, 
acquiring it was and remains important. Responders also needed to be trained to meet the growing 
variety of situations they would potentially encounter. By 2024, operation of the department only 
minutely resembled the early years of the organization, yet the dedication of those involved 
remained steadfast.

To meet the growing demands, during this era the department’s fleet also grew, then to 12 vehicles. 
Of note was a 2001 Chevy (R-8) donated to the RCVFD from the Loveland Fire Rescue Authority in 
2017. It technically is a rescue vehicle. The department added a small tank and pump, as well as 
hand-tools. It is one of the primary response vehicles staged at firefighters' houses. It currently lives 
in Paradise Park to provide better coverage for that area. R8 is primarily used for quicker initial 
response on the west side of the RCVFD territory and to improve communications. Truck radios are 
more powerful than handheld devices.

Another important addition was a 1997 International truck (E313) housed in Station 1. This is a Type 
3 truck, meaning it carries more water (750 gallons) and has a more powerful pump than a brush 
truck. Type 3 engines are generally used for delivering water to a fire line, often shuttling between a 
pond and a portable tank so that firefighters can use the water more continuously. Type 3 engines 
have the most powerful pump specifications, so if water is being pushed uphill, E313 might sit on-
site and do that work.

continued on page 22
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RCVFD 50th Anniversary History, photo gallery

Above, RCVFD EMTs demonstrate 
emergency care at the 2023 

festival. At right, an early photo of 
belly dancers performing on the 
festival’s main stage in contrast 
with the 2024 Mountain Festival 

immediately below. 

Rist Canyon Mountain Festival Live Music Stage

2017 physical fitness pack test participants

Cameron Peak Fire burning in 
Stringtown Gulch August 2020 

January 2021 Mark McCracken, on 
left, with unidentified responder 

Phil Benstein, from left, Pedro Boscan, and Juana Jackson 
fighting the Cameron Peak Fire near the ranger station in 

Buckhorn Canyon in 2020.  
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RCVFD 50th Anniversary History, continued
continued from page 20
In years when there were no major fires, RCVFD responses were typically more than 75 percent 
medical or motor vehicle accidents (MVAs). Thus, the need for a second ambulance became a 
priority, one was added in 2023 to enhance patient care. Ambulances are now stationed on both 
sides of Ford Hill. RCVFD ambulances allow responders to get to patients quickly and start 
providing care. RCVFD does not transport patients unless the terrain is impossible for UC Health or 
Thompson Valley ambulances to arrive at the scene and then the transport is only to a waiting 
ambulance.  For seriously injured or very sick patients, we often utilize air ambulances. Helicopters 
can make the trip to area hospitals in a matter of minutes whereas ground ambulance can be more 
than an hour. Note that individuals are not charged for an ambulance or helicopter call unless they 
actually use the service. A person may refuse transport if conscious and coherent.   If transport 
involves ambulance transport by UC Health, Thompson Valley, or air ambulance, charges will be 
incurred. All residents are highly encouraged to purchase AirMedCare Network coverage 
(AirMedCareNetwork.com) which covers costs of the air ambulance if not already covered by their 
health insurance. 
 
Note: The next issue of the Ristwatch will bring the community up-to-date in where the RCVFD is 
today as it rounds out the 50th anniversary spanning from June 2, 1975-June 2, 2026. 

A very special Thank You to everyone involved in compiling this 50-year history. 

January 2021 responder group photo.

Lewstone fire crew August 2020
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STOVE PRAIRIE ELEMENTARY

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES
Online Registration is OPEN NOW!

Kindergarten Orientation with Mrs. Z:
March 24  at 2:45th

Teacher Spotlight: Mrs. Z 
Stove’s K/1 Teacher

Mrs. Zawadzki grew up in Fort Collins, and attended PSD
schools Kindergarten-Graduation! She attended CSU

and received her Bachelors in Human Development and
Family Studies with an Early Childhood Education

licensure, she later obtained her Masters in Elementary
Literacy from Walden University. She has been in the

Mountain Schools for over 10 YEARS, since 2014! 

Mrs. Z says, “What I love most about teaching is getting
to know all of the wonderful humans that walk through

the door. I love watching them grow in all of the
different ways they do- academically, socially, and

emotionally. The small community of Stove Prairie feels
extra special in that my interactions and investments in
these kiddos continues well beyond when they leave my

classroom!” 

WHAT WE’VE BEEN UP TO

KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION IS

OPEN!

For Kindergarten attendance for the 2026-2027 school year,
your child must be 5 years old by October 1 , 2026st

Stove Prairie is a PSD school,
and School of Choice is an

option for attendance if we are
outside of your neighborhood

school!

Kindergarten is an exciting and important first step on your student's
educational journey. In PSD, you'll find students are supported in many

ways with caring teachers and staff, positive school and classroom culture,
as well as a collaborative, safe and welcoming learning environment.
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What’s Happening in 
Your Neighborhood?

4703-A Boardwalk Dr., Fort Collins, CO 80525 | 970-226-3990

Each office independently owned & operated

Louise Creager
ABR, GRI, REO, CNE, SFR
Military Specialist
Broker Associate

(970) 217-6843
LouiseCreager@gmail.com
www.LouiseCreager.com

SPECIALIZING IN RURAL & 

MOUNTAIN PROPERTIES

Your Neighbor
Since 1989

MANY BUYERS ARE LOOKING - ARE YOU THINKING OF SELLING?
Don’t wait until you are ready to list or buy! My marketing plan will have you ready from the first day 

of the listing. 
Would you like a Complimentary Real Estate Review of your property? 

Just call or email me for you personal update.
Your Neighbor and Trusted Local Professional - FULL service - FULL time REALTOR®.

229 Rustic Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 14.54 Acres
• Own the Colorado lifestyle with 

charm and comfort

192 Moondance Way, Bellvue
• ~ 35 Acres
• Perfect blend of privacy, rec & 

convenience

4119 Davis Ranch Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 40 Acres
• Stunning log home with views of 

Horsetooth, Redstone, & Loveland

122 Elk Way, Drake
• ~ 6.08 Acres
• Charming log home retreat tucked 

among pines & modern conveniences

3805 Davis Ranch Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 20 Acres
• Stunning Views, Fabulous Home, & 

Large Garage Shop

102 Spruce Mountain Dr, Drake
• ~ 2.1 Acres
• Looking for a project or investment?
• Room for a barn, shop or garage. 

33040 Poudre Canyon Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 5.6 Acres
• Nestled in Cache La Poudre Canyon
• 5 remodeled cabins + RV Sites & More

0 Cougar Cir Ct, Bellvue
• ~ 2.15 Acres
• Camp, build a cozy cabin or a 

quiet mountain home
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FyrePro Website

FyrePro Facebook

5609 McWhinney Blvd 
Loveland, CO 80538 
970/213-7962    |    fyrepro@gmail.com

Call us for all your FirePlace needs including:
Service 

Keep	Your	Fireplace	Safe	and	Efficient!	
Industry	standards	recommend	annual	
servicing	to	ensure	optimal	
performance	and	safety.Our	expert	
technicians	are	here	to	help.	With	our	
comprehensive	servicing,	we’ll:	

✅ 	Inspect	your	gas	unit	thoroughly.		

✅ 	Ensure	it's	operating	at	its	best,	
considering	its	age.		

✅ 	Discuss	any	necessary	repairs	with	
you.		

✅ 	Professionally	clean	the	unit.		

✅ 	Check	for	gas	and	carbon	
monoxide	leaks,	keeping	your	home	
safe.	

Don’t	wait	until	the	first	chill	hits—get	
on	our	calendar	now	and	enjoy	a	worry-
free	winter.		Call	today	for	more	details	
and	scheduling,	970/213-7962.

Installation 
FyrePro	is	a	fantastic	resource	for	
anyone	looking	to	enhance	their	
space	with	a	fireplace!		

Whether	it's	a	crackling	wood	fire	or	
the	convenience	of	gas	or	electric,	a	
fireplace	adds	charm,	ambiance,	
and	functionality	to	any	space.		With	
our	expertise	and	range	of	options,	
we	can	undoubtedly	help	bring	your	
vision	to	life.		

FyrePro	sales	staff	can	guide	you	
through	the	process,	from	selecting	
the	perfect	design	to	ensuring	
proper	installation.		

Reach	out	to	FyrePro	today	and	
start	turning	your	fireplace	dreams	
into	reality!		

Outdoor Oasis 
FyrePro	specializes	in	transforming	
outdoor	spaces	into	stunning,	
functional	retreats	by	adding	key	
features	like	outdoor	kitchens,	fire	
pits,	and	fireplaces.		

With	FyrePro's	expertise	and	
craftsmanship,	you	can	achieve	the	
outdoor	look	you	desire	while	
enhancing	the	comfort,	beauty,	and	
usability	of	your	home's	exterior.	

Whether	you're	cooking	under	the	
stars	in	your	custom	outdoor	
kitchen,	cozying	up	around	the	fire	
pit	with	loved	ones,	or	simply	
basking	in	the	warmth	of	your	
outdoor	fireplace,	FyrePro	helps	you	
create	lasting	memories	in	the	
comfort	of	your	own	backyard.
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Make power outages a thing 
of the past with a home 
standby generator.

Power outages… we’ve all su!ered through them.  The good news is, you don’t need to any longer.  
Generac home standby generators automatically provide backup power during a utility power outage – 
whether you’re home or away. Whether it’s for a few hours or several days, your family and home are protected.   
So sure, keep the candles and flash lights, but it’s time to get serious about preparing for power outages. 

Are you prepared for Power Outages? 

Call or go online today for more information

2 61 etiuS teertS yrrebluM tsaE 946 , F snilloC tro , C odarolo  8  4250
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THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SERVICE.

FORT COLLINS 1609 East Harmony Road, 970.206.1160
1102 Lincoln Avenue, 970.223.8200

107 North College Avenue, 970.267.3650

We are proud to 
support the RCVFD

18_BC04_RISTWATCH_RCVFD_BRAND_AD.indd   1 5/15/18   3:39 PM

Photo credit - Louise Creager



Free No Cost No Obligation 
Brokers Price Opinion for 
your Rist Canyon Property.  
*Property Owners* 
I will help You with any 
Larimer County Property Tax 

Valuation Protest for FREE. 

Thinking of selling? Sellers I am 
serious about earning your 
business and I am willing to 
donate 10% of my commission earned to RCVFD or the charity of your choice. 

Call Us Today and I will go to work for you! 

Thinking about Buying Land in Bellvue? I can be Your Buyer's Agent and Represent 
your interests; AND have Seller pay all commissions in most cases, Plus credit you 
$250 at closing for any house. 

31
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You can donate through Colorado Gives any time of the 
year! Please Spread the WORD to family and friends! 

It's easy—just post this link:
http://coloradogives.org/
RistCanyonVolunteerFireDepartment
to Facebook and ask them to donate! Your fire department thanks you!

Did You Know? 
The RCVFD earns about $1,800 every quarter, or $7,600 annually, from the King 
Soopers Rewards Card. This generous program gives the RCVFD 5% of all of 
your purchases at King Soopers, including groceries, toiletries, supplies, 
clothing, gas, and prescriptions. 

The process only takes a few minutes. If you don't already have a free King Soopers Rewards Card, request 
one from your cashier or the service desk. Then, go to www.kingsoopers.com/communityrewards. Click on 
the link to enroll. Set up an account, or sign in if you already have one. Click on Community Rewards from 
the list on the left. Use the "Find an Organization" box to enter our NPO number, YP687, and click “Search”. It 
will verify that you have selected the RCVFD. Click "Enroll" and you're done! 

Always scan your Rewards Card when shopping. As a Rewards member, you’ll save money and earn points 
towards gas discounts, and the RCVFD will receive 5% of your purchases. 

If you have any questions about the King Soopers Rewards Program, contact them at 800/576-4377. Please 
tell your neighbors to sign up, too! You can see your contributions with the King Soopers app!

Two Easy Ways to 
Help the RCVFD

Submissions to the Ristwatch 

Submissions of written work or photographs are welcome and will be considered on a case-
by-case basis. Please send submissions to the Ristwatch Editor at ristwatch@rcvfd.org.

The Ristwatch reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, or cancel any article or ad at any time. We base 
this decision on our responsibility to our readers. We will not knowingly print any article or ad that is 
misleading or untruthful. Articles submitted to the Ristwatch are a representation of the author and 
not necessarily an endorsement by the RCVFD.
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2025 Annual Drive: Budget $126,350 - 2025 Annual Drive YTD $107,350

Aberle, Ray & Jen
Adams, Ragan
Anderson, Alan & Susan James
Anderson, Annette
Anderson-Reinhardt, Carol
Andrasik, Candace
Applegate, Mike & Christina
Armstrong Family Trust 
Arndt, Cynthia
Asche, Lyle & Janese
Avery Electric
Awtrey, Christopher & Sloane
Bainer, Kevin & Helene
Baker, Frank & Margaret 
Barnhart, Danny & Amanda
Bartel, Betsy
Bartmann, Heather
Bastian, Richard & Vicki
Bates, Harry & Carol Dollard
Baumgartner, Heather
Beck, Timothy & Esther Nance
Benshoof, John & D Cheuvront
Benson, Lyle & Debbie 
Bergman, Mark & S Nash
Berquist, Janice
Bevers, Mike & Melanie
Bevers, Morris
Billica, Roger
Blum, Rick 
Boltz, Jennifer
Boltz, Willie
Boscan, Pedro & Kathryn
Boulles, George & Joann
Bouska, Tonia K Gorpf
Boyles, Mike & Renate
Brandt, David & Danna
Brault, Aaron & Stephanie
Buchanan, David R
Burggraff, Gerri
Burke, Ingrid & W Lauenroth
Cain, David & Connie
Canfield, Jeff & Kim
Carr, George Jr & A Derbyshire
Center, Janet
Ceplecha, Len & Cheryl
Chandler, Ken & Rita

Chopp, Stephen & Diane
Clagett, George & Sharon
Cloudy Pass Owners Assoc.
Cluett, Albert & Jennifer 
Clutter, James & Patti
Coors, James
Corbitt, Beth 
Cordsen, Jim & Eileen
Cox, Charles
Cox, Clay & Kathy
Creager, BJ & Louise
Cruse, Pamela
Dahl, Ron & Judy
Daniels, Bruce
Davidson, Linda & T. Costello
Davis, Carl
Davis, Eileen Van Tilburg
Davis, Nancy 
Davis, Teresa Albin
Deberry, Hal & Jenny
DeGregorio, Mark 
Dellenbach Family Fund
Dellenbach, Mary
Dellenbach, Sharon
Dellmar, Linda
Diederich, Tom & Lisa
Diefenderfer, Daniel & Nancy 
Dilbeck, Ray & Jennifer
Doherty, Paul & K. Huyvaert
Downing, Shane & Teri Tracy
Dukart, Lane & Sue
Eby, Fernita
Edwards, Robin & Robert
Ellis, Kyle & Hollie
Ellmann, Jerry & Patti
Embrey, William & Elaine
England, Richard & Karen
Esham, Caila
Etherton, Bruce & Dawn
Ewing, Rex & Lavonne
Faber, Neil & Debra
Fagan, Laura
Fecteau, Betsy
Fialko, John & Linda
Figi, Randall & Marlies
Fisher, Carl & Holly Randell

Forbes, Glen & Karen
Franklin, Ed & Laurie
Friedman, Greg
Gamez-Newsom, Shirley
Gerhard, Carolann
Gibbens, William & Dixie
Gibbons, Chris & Beth Ann
Gilliland, Gary & Charline
Gobbo, Allen & Diana
Goedl, Ray
Gordon, William & June
Gore, Michael & Petra
Gray, Charles & Caroline
Gray, Jim & Marcy
Gruenstein, Bridgette
Guerin, Kenneth & Vicki
Hager, Jack & Linda
Hamilton, Barbara
Hamilton, Patricia
Hansen, Michael & Janet
Harr, Tom Jr & Bonnie
Havis, Robert
Hediger, Randy & Jean
Henrickson, Nancy
Hernandez-Price, Linda M
Herrera, David & Lisa
Herrera, Rachel
Hess, Robert & Diane
Hinojosa, Raley & Patricia
Hogan, Scott & Paige
Hokansson, Steve & Monica
Holtzer, Thomas & Irene
Horn, Deborah
Horner, Jim & Cindy 
Hueser, Joseph & Kay
Huxley, Patrice
Jackson, Tim & Juana
Jacobson, Cecilia
Janssen, Wendell & Debbie 
Johnson, Anna
Johnson, Christopher
Johnson, Darrell & Douglas
Johnson, Frederick & Antonia
Johnson, James & Sarah
Johnson, LaRue & Mary
Johnson, Trisha

Building a Better Tomorrow
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2025 Annual Drive: Budget $126,350 - 2025 Annual Drive YTD $107,350

Jones, David & Lorinda
Jordan, Rick & Vicky 
Kainu, Anne
Kendall, Lon & Kathy
Key V Ranch
Kindsfather, Ruth & Ollie
Kizer – Cossins Giving Fund
Klausmeyer J. & R Pierce
Klein, Jerry & Kori
Knab, Tom & Lynda
Knoedler, Louise
Koechley, Peter
Kooser, John
Koturov, Marisue & Daniel
Kramer, Donna
Kreshon, Tom & Julia
Lah, Daniel & Melissa
Larimer Cty 4 Wheel Dr. Club
Laux, John & Jenny
Lawson, Paul
Lebesch, Jeffery & Zia Zybko
Lee, Ladonna
Levick, William & Joan
Lidmila, Michael & Melody
Limbach, Lauren & Peter
Lippucci, Fred & Donna
Lough, Jack & Kathleen
Lund, Richard & Elenore
Lyn, Marsha
Lynam, Ronald
Magruder, Andy
Maher, Mike & Linda
Masone, Joseph & Maria
Mattison, Harold & Lynn
May, Steve & Joy
McCracken, Charles & Gloria
McCracken, M & D McCarthy
Merriman, Joannah
Michel, Brian & Erica
Miller, CW & Carol
Miller, Darla
Milliger, Mitch & Judie
Mills, Patricia & Harold
Minch, Peggy Sue
Minick, Jerry & Shannon
Monesson, Larry & Barbara

Morenko, Gene & A Knuthson
Moreno, Jack
Moreshead, Cody & Krista
Morgan, Bryan & Axson
Mortensen, Michael
Mueller, Johanna
Muirhead, Larry & Sharon
Mulligan, Nancy
Mutcher, Dennis & Joyce
Neal, Frank & Sharon
Nelson, Lynn Smith & O Smith
Nelson, Rob & Lisa
Nett, Terry & Terry 
Newlin, Dennis
Newman, Paul & N McElroy
Nichols, Paul & Ann
Nielsen, Kurt
Nolte, Joel
Norris, Robert & Pamela Gilles
O’Connor, Mechael 
Oesterle, Max & Pamela
Oppenlander, J & D Richmond
Page, Colleen
Paris, Leslie
Parker Jr., Albert
Pender, Joe & Christina
Perrich, Robert & Linda
Perry, P A 
Peterson, Joel
Peterson, Leslie & Gelene
Pfitzer, Neal & Marlys
Pine Acres Road Assoc.
Porensky, John & Lauren
Powers, Barbara
Powers, Cathleen
Ramos, Trisha
Reese, Paul W 
Rehme, Norman & Carol
Romm, Stephanie & L. Whalen
Rosander, George & Patricia
Rosenberg, Walt & Paula
Ruppert, Roslyn & G. Claus
Rutt, Wes & Nicki
Ryan, Marie-Laure
Salisbury, John & Susan
Schaal, Herb & Cindy Lechner

Schipper, Bill & Linda
Schisler, George
Schleppy, Raymond & Wendy
Schmidt, William & D Drew
Schneider, Robert & Joan
Scholz, Ernst & Sarah
Schulke, Will & Erin Peterson
Sedlacek, Scot & Joyce Hahn
Shaffer, David & Mary
Shandley, Jack & Renee
Shenk, Tanya
Shetler, Terry & Bonnie
Shriver, James & Dana
Siegel, HJ & Janet 
Skelton, Joe & Deanna
Sloan, Cathy
Smethurst, Ruby
Smith, Marilyn
Smith, Steven & Anne 
Snyder, Dale & Marilyn
Spencer, Keith & Stacey 
Springer, John & Linda
Standring, Carolyn
Stanley, Randall & Carolyn 
Starkweather, Tim & Mary
Staubs, James & Peggy
Stephens, Jon & Susanne
Stewart, Ian & Elisha
Stove Prairie Comm. Church
Stowe, Kathy & F.M. Wile
Stratman, Thomas & Charlene

Building a Better Tomorrow

Thanks to everyone!  
Your support is so 

important  
to the health of our 

RCVFD!  
THANK YOU! 

If we missed you, email 
Diane 

at Treasurer@rcvfd.org 
or call 312/244-0976.

mailto:Treasurer@rcvfd.org
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2025 Annual Drive: Budget $126,350 - 2025 Annual Drive YTD $107,350

Stringtown Gulch Road Assoc 
Swindler, Lee & Sheri
Talarico, Ronald & Nanette
Taylor, Leisa
Thomas, David & Pamela
Tisserat, Ned & Jan Leach
Tisthammer, Thomas & Bridget
Toplyn, Ron & Cathy 
Tracy, Robert 
Villa Veile Fund, The
Weiler, Richard & Patricia
Weixelman, Gary
Wernsman, Robert & Kathy
Wieder, Carl
Willauer, David & Diane
Williams, Barbara & Heather
Wilson, Thomas
Wing, Tom & Lynn
Wolf, Jeff & Donna
Wolf Roofing
Wood, Chuck & Kathleen 
Workman, Kim
 
 

Building a Better Tomorrow



2025 RCVFD Board of Directors — RCVFDboard@rcvfd.org 

President	 	 Neil Faber	 	 	 720/205-8447	 president@rcvfd.org 
Vice President	 H.J. Siegel	 	 	 970/416-9062		 vicepresident@rcvfd.org 
Chief, 2nd VP	 Mark Neuroth	 	 303/748-5243		 chief@rcvfd.org 
Secretary	 	 Pam Thomas	 	 970/472-0576	 secretary@rcvfd.org 
Treasurer	 	 Diane McCarthy	 	 312/244-0976		 treasurer@rcvfd.org 
Asst. Treasurer	 Melanie Bevers	 	 970/817-1505		 assistanttreasurer@rcvfd.org 
Ristwatch Editor	 Ellison Carter	 	 219/241-7141	 	 ristwatch@rcvfd.org 

RCVFD Area Representatives 

Lower Buckhorn	 Dean Yoder	 	 	 720/635-9012 
Upper Buckhorn	 Erica Michel		 	 970/222-1795	 
Davis Ranch		 Carolyn Stanley	 	 970/221-2024  
Rist Canyon		 Debbie Benson	 	 720/999-3003 
Stove Prairie	 Tim Stratman	 	 970/484-2821 
Stratton Park	 Louise Creager	 	 970/217-6843 
Whale Rock		 Roger Dev	 	 	 970/658-0360

To add, remove, or correct  
your mailing address,  
please email Diane McCarthy at  
treasurer@rcvfd.org or call 
312/244-0976.

Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department  
P. O. Box 2 
Bellvue, CO  80512 
www.rcvfd.org 
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